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PIONEER LAWMAKERS ASSOCIATION 
By Davin C. Morr 


The twenty-third biennial session of the Pioneer Lawmakers 
Association of Iowa met in the Portrait Gallery of the His- 
torical, Memorial and Art Department of Iowa, Des Moines, 
February 15, 1933. The meeting was called to order by the 
president, B. F. Carroll. The invocation was offered by the 
Reverend S. A. Fulton of the First Presbyterian Church, East 
Twelfth and Maple streets, Des Moines. President Carroll then 
introduced Governor Clyde L. Herring who greeted the members 


of the association in the following words: 


ADDRESS OF GOVERNOR CLYDE L. HERRING 


I appreciate the distinction of being permitted to appear before you 
and recognize immediately how unqualified I am to suggest anything 
to such a group as this. You men served your state years before I was 
heard of out here, and in trying times, too, and many of you realize 
that today we are facing even more trying times than you did, or than 
Iowa has ever had to face, at least since the Civil War. 

You are as familiar as I am, perhaps, with conditions throughout 
Iowa, and yet it would wring your heart to sit over there on Capitol 
Hill and see the hundreds and thousands of letters that cross my desk 
every day, from hard-working, conscientious, loyal citizens of Iowa, 
who are appealing to some one, somewhere, in the hopes that he will be 
a Santa Claus and do something for them, that they may remain in the 
home they have given their life’s work to earn. 

It is a sad day for Iowa when we are confronted with a situation 
such as we are confronted with today. This is a day that calls for the 
earnest, thoughtful co-operation of everyone and I want you to know 
that I appreciate and shall appreciate any assistance you give me. I 
ask for your help and support. 

You have been through these things. You can tell us much we ought 
to know nowadays. We have a legislature this year that is doing every- 
thing it possibly can. The members of the General Assembly are trying 
hard and I want to repeat’ here, what I have said several times, that 
when the legislators come into my office, or when I see them upstairs, 
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I cannot tell Republicans from Democrats. They look alike, talk alike, 
act alike, and work alike. They are always trying to do something in 
this terrible crisis. 

I think they have made splendid progress. I know that we pioneered 
in taking some drastic steps. I know there were some criticisms upon 
the legislatures of other years. There probably always will be criticism, 
When we issued the mortgage moratorium proclamation, or when it 
was proposed, some folks said we didn’t have the constitution in mind, 
or the law behind it, but we did have public opinion behind it and we 
did accomplish one thing by that proclamation—the people down east 
came to a ful] realization that out here in Iowa, we were not any longer 
going to sit idly by and permit our homes to be taken away from us. 
That should have been begun two or three years ago. 

It is time we stand up and tell them that they cannot do it. The 
farmer out here has given all that he has. He has invested fifteen or 
twenty thousand hard earned dollars in his farm. Compare that with 
the ten thousand dollars that some land company down in the east, or 
somewhere else has “invested” in a first class mortgage, and this farmer 
is not going to sit by and see his fifteen- or twenty-thousand-dollar 
equity wiped out and then expect the man with the ten-thousand-dollar 
investment to get his ten thousand and a deficiency judgment besides. 

You cannot make the farmers understand that this is law and equity. 
They cannot understand why they should stand for a deficiency judg- 
ment when that land company, if it had invested its money in stocks 
and bonds and the stocks and bonds had gone as low as the farm values 
have gone, and everything else has gone, through no fault of theirs, 
would not have anything to get a deficiency judgment on. They wonder 
whether it is just fair and if they should be forced to make up for the 
loss that this company has to stand, by making up what the mortgage 
doesn’t bear, but they say the farmer has to. 

You know that farm mortgage proclamation was put on in antici- 
pation of the banking law, which was passed a few days later. That 
was issued, of course, anticipating that situation. In other words, we 
could not, by legal action, say to the depositor of any bank that he 
could not have his money and at the same time permit somebody else 
to say to him, that he must pay his interest or taxes with the money 
he couldn't get because the state legislature had so stated and he be 
driven from his home. 

It was with that kind of a thought in mind that the proclamation 
was issued and it did serve its purpose. You know it has been very 
difficult for me to answer letters from farmers who have written in 
and said, in this effect, “in the interest of the public good, we signed 
a petition which waived our deposits in the bank. We agreed to leave 
our money in the bank in the interest of the public good and we cannot 
understand just why you now permit the men we owe money to, come 
to us and tell us because we can’t pay our interest and taxes, they are 
going to take our homes away from us, We wonder where the public 
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good comes in, in such cases. Isn’t it just as fair that they should waive 
something, too?” 

It’s pretty hard to answer some of these things. So we just tried to 
do the best we could. The legislature is going to pass some bills which 
will benefit Iowa. They have defeated some that should not have been 
defeated, and we are going to continue to defeat some more, and we 
are going to pass some more. 

I think you have a right to expect a great deal from the present 
legislature and they have a right, I think, to expect from you the 
counsel and advice which they all need. I am not going to try to make 
a speech. I think I more properly appear here as an exhibit, a curi- 
osity. We have once every forty-two years a Democratic governor of : 
Iowa, and I just wanted to come over and let you look at me and see 
that I have no horns. 


Governor Herring’s address was responded to by John C. 
DeMar. 


ADDRESS OF FORMER REPRESENTATIVE JOHN C. DE MAR 


Mr. Chairman, Governor, and Members of the Pioneer Lawmakers 
Association of Iowa: We appreciate the welcome that is extended to 
us by the Governor. We appreciate the fact that he has laid aside the 
heavy duties which are now imposed upon him, and has taken the time 
to come over and attend our session and extend to us his welcome. 
We are appreciative of the fact that this afternoon the legislature will 
stop its wheels and will give us time to visit it, and will honor us for 
what we have done as members of past legislatures, and will forget 
what we failed to.do. 

There is a disposition on the part of those who are not members of 
this association to think of us as “has beens,’ and to think that the 
day of our influence in shaping legislation is past. We are not willing 
to concede that such is the fact. We all know that as members of the 
legislature, in respect to the most important matters we had under 
consideration, the judgment of the leaders among our constituents was 
sought by us and was an important factor in determining our course. 
We sought the counsel and advice of those living in our districts, the 
judgment of whom we regarded as sound. We were in name and in 
fact representatives of the people who chose us, and without seeking 
such advice we could not have truly represented them. 

We are now retired to private life and are a part of that constitu- 
ency. We are now in position to exert an influence in shaping the 
policies of our state second to none. We are now in a position to exert 
more influence and to have more to do with the shaping of legislation 
of the state than we were as members of the legislature. The extent 
of this influence depends of course upon the interest we have main- 
tained in matters of state, and upon the good judgment we have exer- 
cised in advising along those lines since our retirement. There is a 
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duty resting upon us now no less than when we were members of the 
legislature to render advice and to exert our influence in seeing that 
proper legislation is enacted. 

Today we will have much said about us that is good. We will not 
be subjected to criticism for what we did or failed to do in the past. 
We are ready to admit that as members of the legislature we made 
mistakes. Some of the legislation which we helped to pass has been 
criticized since, and some of the mistakes we made have been corrected. 
I suppose when we were members of the legislature and when we were 
in session, just as today, many people in the state expressed the hope 
that we would adjourn and let the state of Iowa get back to business 
again. ‘That time is now far enough past that we do not feel the sting 
of such criticism, and we can rejoice in the welcome being extended us 
and can tender to those now in power all the assistance that we are 
able to give them. 


Then followed the formal address by the president of the 
association, former Governor B. F. Carroll. 


ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT B. F. CARROLL 
Arter Recovery—THEnN Waar? 


For me to devote time to the question of how to obtain relief from 
the present depression would be only to repeat things that have already 
been written or said, for nothing seems to have escaped the attention 
of those who have undertaken to deal with the subject, and it may be 
while the storm is raging is not a good time to talk about what should 
be done after it is over, or in order to avert another disaster, but, even 
so, I should like to make some observations regarding the present situa- 
tion, and, also, as to what I think should be done in order to avoid such 
catastrophes in the future. 

Let us first consider some of the things that led up to the depres- 
sion, or, more properly, to the crash of the stock market in the fall of 
1929. I do not desire to raise questions that are controversial, and yet 
there will be differences of opinion upon almost every suggested cause 
of the trouble. I shall not discuss the tariff, for that is still a political 
and quite largely a party question. 

There are, however, some suggested causes for our present diffi- 
culties upon which I think we can agree, or at most, our disagreement 
will not be extreme. For example, I think we can agree that the World 
War has had some bearing on the situation, whether we can agree as 
to the extent of its influence or not. The World War is not wholly 
responsible for our present ills, is perhaps not responsible in any degree 
for the stock market boom of 1929 nor, in the opinion of many, for the 
major portion of our present distress, which Senator Glass termed “A 
disaster which never should have come to this country and never would 
have come but for the maladministration of the banking community 
and among the supervisory officials.” 
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The spark which caused the explosion may have come from abroad, 
but we had planted the bomb and attached the fuse and that an ex- 
plosion was sure to follow, unless something was done to check the 
speculating and gambling on the stock market, there can be little doubt. 
That the banks, in financing brokers’ loans, were primarily responsible 
for the boom of the stock market seems to have been quite definitely 
established. Senator Norbeck, chairman of the Senate. Committee on 
Banking, stated only a few days ago that “some of the larger banks 
of the country are largely responsible for the boom of the stock mar- 
ket and, consequently, for the crisis” that broke in the fall of 1929. 

It is my opinion that if we had been in as good condition to meet 
such a crisis in 1929 as we were in 1914 when the war broke out and 
all Europe was thrown into confusion we need not have fared worse 
from the foreign situation in 1929 than we did in 1914, for we had 
sustained the reaction from the war in 1920 which should have light- 
ened the force of any further reaction. 

In support of this statement let me call your attention to a few of 
the reasons why we were not more seriously involved in the chaos that 
prevailed in Europe at the beginning of the war, and from them see 
if we cannot arrive at some conclusions as to the cause of our present 
difficulties. 

It requires a more graphic pen than mine to properly portray the 
situation that then prevailed abroad, and especially in Europe. Prof. 
Noyes, in his book entitled, The War Period in American Finance, 
1908-1925, says it was “unquestionably the most formidable crisis in 
the world’s financial history. In every financial crisis, great or small, 
it is the stock exchanges that first have to face the shock. They met 
it this time by closing their doors in every market of the world. The 
London Stock Exchange, which had never before suspended business, 
even in the Napoleonic wars, shut down indefinitely on the morning of 
July 31, 1914. ... None of the European stock exchanges resumed 
business until long after the end of the year 1914, ... Never in previous 
history, even in the panic of 1873, had the New York Stock Exchange 
shut down for longer than ten consecutive days. .. . On the morning 
of July 31, 1914, the announcement was made that it would ‘be closed 
until further notice,’ and it was not reopened to unrestricted trading 
until April 1915.” 

Quoting still further: “The American business community was un- 
doubtedly in a state of bewilderment and consternation, but it showed 
no signs of outright panic. There was no run of depositors on any 
depository institution; none of the ‘rumors’ such as were circulated in 
October of 1907 and in August of 1873, that this or that concern was 
‘in danger’; no crippled or threatened bank had to be ‘helped out’ by 
its associates. For this immunity the closing of the Stock Exchange, 
and the consequent absence of any recognized further impairment in 
the value of stocks and bonds were no doubt important influences. But 
there were certainly other reasons; among them the absence of specu- 
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lation or inflated credit during the preceding year and the admitted 
soundness of the banking position.” 

It is the last of these which I wish to emphasize a little further on; 
but for the present, let me say that our commercial banks had not 
then gone into the bond and investment banking business to any con- 
siderable extent. Consequently we escaped what otherwise would doubt- 
less have been one of our major panics. 

With reference to the panic of six years later, that is, of 1920, the 
statement is made that in all previous crises, not including 1914, “the 
actual signal for financial panic and acute commercial distress had 
been the unexpected confession of insolvency by important banks or 
business houses.” 

In 1873 it was the failure of Jay Cook & Company, of Philadelphia, 
the concern through which our Civil War bonds were sold, but then 
agent for the Northern Pacific Railway; in 1893 it was the failure of 
the Milwaukee Bank and of the Erie Railroad; and in 1907 it was the 
failure of the Knickerbocker Trust Company of New York. Prof. 
Noyes declares that there was no such outstanding event in 1920 and 
that at no time could that panic be described as an old-fashioned 
“credit crisis.” It was the aftermath of the World War and the liqui- 
dation and deflation which I think we can all agree were brought about 
entirely too drastically and abruptly. 

Again, Prof. Noyes says, “there was no panic among bank depositors 
(in 1920), no hoarding of money, no use of clearing house certificates, 
and at no time was there any such run on the banks” as occurred in 
1873, 1893 and 1907. 

My position was such during the panic of 1907, being ex-officio 
superintendent of banking, and I had such opportunity to observe 
how the state and savings banks fared, that I feel warranted in re- 
ferring to some of the things that took place. As has been stated, the 
panic was preciptated by the failure of the Knickerbocker Trust Com- 
pany, in October, 1907. Confusion prevailed throughout the country. 
A committee from our Des Moines banks went to Chicago to see what 
the situation was there and to ascertain if money could be obtained to 
meet the requirements of this city and of the state. They were advised 
that no money could be furnished, and that the Chicago banks would 
resort to clearing house certificates when they opened Monday morning. 
This information was messaged back to Des Moines on Sunday morn- 
ing, October 27. I met twice that day with our local bankers, and again 
on Monday morning, and it was decided that they, too, should make 
use of clearing house certificates, which they did. When checks were 
presented 25 per cent of the amount was paid in cash and 75 per cent 
in certificates, and in most instances the amount that could be checked 
out each day was limited. 

When the Des Moines banks went to a clearing house basis it created 
a good deal of uneasiness among the banks out over the state, but there 
was the most sincere and earnest effort put forth by the larger banks 
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to assist their correspondents, a thing which seems to be lacking at 
the present time. 

In order to assist in relieving the situation, after consulting the at- 
torney general, I addressed a letter to each state and savings bank 
and advised them to temporarily discontinue attempting to maintain 
the reserve that the law required them to keep on hand, and to use any 
funds that they had to meet the requirements of their respective com- 
munities. I also assured the people of the state, through the press, 
that our state and savings banks were in a sound and healthy condition, 
and that there was nothing to be alarmed about. Because of their 
sound condition we did not lose a single state or savings bank as a 
result of the panic, nor did we lose as many banks during the six years, 
from 1903 to 1909, as were taken over by our banking department week 
before last under the law that has been recently enacted. Our banks 
vere then confining themselves more nearly to a legitimate commercial 
banking business. 

It is, however, the present depression and how to avoid another that 
I wish to discuss with you. Prior to and leading up to the stock mar- 
ket crash in the fall of 1929 there existed the greatest orgy of specu- 
lating and stock market gambling that this or any other country had 
ever known. That we were approaching a crisis it would seem that any 
reasonably sagacious financier should have known. There certainly had 
been sufficient warning given. The seeds of disaster were sown during 
or soon after the close of the World War. People had been encouraged 
by the banks to extend their credit and to invest far beyond anything 
that conservatism would warrant, and many of the banks themselves 
had loaded up with second and third mortgages, and stocks and bonds 
that proved to be very poor investment. 

The commercial banks had largely departed from the field of com- 
mercial banking and had gone into the bond and investment banking 
business, and many of them either directly or through affiliates, had 
purchased large amounts of securities of questionable value, many of 
them being foreign bonds, had passed them down to their correspondent 
banks, and they in turn had sold them to their correspondents and to 
individuals, so that in the end most of them lodged in the hands of the 
smaller banks and of individual purchasers who had to stand the loss. 

It has been.stated, and so far as I am aware, never contradicted, 
that many of our failed banks were loaded up with securities in which 
they had no lawful right to invest their funds. Whether or not they 
were to blame is very doubtful, for many of them have complained 
that they were urged, against their wishes, to dispose of their farm 
paper and buy bonds. But bank failures were not confined to the small 
banks, and many of them that did fail, closed their doors as the result 
of the failure of larger banks of which they were correspondents. 
Senator Walcott stated from the floor of the United States Senate, 
some time ago, that “we have banks that have closed their doors be- 
cause they have overpurchased, as correspondent banks of some of the 


570 ANNALS OF IOWA 


larger ones, the very securities that the larger banks have forced upon 
them.” 

It is claimed that much of our present trouble is due to the fact that 
we are trying to liquidate the largest debt that the world has ever 
known. I think there will be no controversy on that point, but why 
should our people and our commercial banks in which the people depos- 
ited their money for safe keeping, have been made to absorb the loss on 
millions of foreign bonds? Our own losses were heavy enough, but we 
might have stood them if additional burdens had not been thrown 
upon us. 

In every crisis since the Civil War, except those of 1914 and 1920, 
one of the greatest factors in the situation has been the hoarding of 
money, usually upon the part of the people, who feared the loss of the 
same through failure of the banks. To relieve the financial stringency 
thus created clearing house certificates were resorted to. Even in 1914 
clearing house loans were made, and the Aldrich-Vreeland Emergency 
Currency Law was brought into operation, not the Federal Reserve 
Law as seems to be generally believed, for while that law was enacted 
during the holiday week of 1913 no banks were opened under it until 
the fall of 1914, after the emergency had passed. 

Under the Aldrich-Vreeland Law national banks could deposit with 
the Treasury of the United States commercial paper and receive back 
an issue of bank notes equal to 75 per cent of the amount of the de- 
posit, or could deposit government or municipal bonds and receive 
bank notes equal to 90 per cent thereof. During the panic of 1914, 
$363,632,000 of such notes were issued, and $211,788,000 of clearing 
house loans were made, the bank notes going to about forty of the 
states of the union, to the District of Columbia and to Alaska. The 
Federal Reserve Law was in effect in 1920 and the Aldrich-Vreeland 
Act had expired by limitation, so that the emergency to be met that — 
year fell to the lot of the Federal Reserve banks. While these banks 
have been charged, and perhaps not entirely without grounds for so 
doing, with having precipitated the deflation, they nevertheless handled 
the situation fairly well after it arose. 

To tell the whole story as to what took place during the summer 
and fall of 1920 would not be possible at this time, but you may be 
interested to know that the rediscounts at the Federal Reserve banks 
in December were larger by $225,000,000 than in May, and the note 
circulation was larger by $321,000,000 in December than in May. 

In our present depression, as to hoarding, it would seem that our 
banks are our greatest offenders, and as to them the larger ones are 
most to blame. Not only that, but they have pursued such a course, 
whether avoidable or not I do not know, as at all times to keep the 
people nervous and panicky. They have gone to unreasonable extremes 
in the matter of keeping their assets liquid, consequently many of them 
carry enormous reserves, thereby keeping money idle that should be 
circulating. These are not unsupported statements. Less than two 
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weeks ago the chairman of the board of directors of the Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation criticized some of the banks most severely for not 
assisting the railroads instead of coming to the R. F. C. and asking it 
to make loans to the railroads in which they were interested, alluding 
to the banks as being from 75 per cent to 100 per cent liquid. Senator 
Couzens, chairman of the committee before which the statement was 
made, in turn criticized the R. F. C. for making loans to railroads 
which they in turn used to pay interest to the banks or to redeem 
bonds which they held. 

George E. Roberts in his January letter issued from the National 
City Bank, of New York, says: “The cash balances of the member 
banks at the Reserve Banks have gone up to the highest level since 
June of last year. . . . The banks are the possessors of far larger 
reserves than they can find safe and profitable use for under present 
conditions. For the member banks alone this ‘excess’ is estimated at 
substantially above $500,0900,000 or enough to support a volume of bank 
credit substantially above $5,000,000,600 larger than at present, and with 
the figures of the nonmember banks included the total would be much 


larger. 
“The existence of this huge store of idle funds is the dominating 
feature of the money market... . Clearly the volume of funds awaiting 


the beck and call of business is enormous.” 

In his February letter Mr. Roberts says, “This piling up of funds 
in the principal money markets of the country has continued during 
January, carrying the surplus reserves of the banks to levels higher 
than ever before.” 

If there are such enormous sums of money idle, why are they idle? 
If the R. F. C. can find places to invest government funds safely, and 
on short time payments, why cannot the banks find these same places 
for investment and why should they not find them? Should govern- 
ment funds be invested any more recklessly than the idle funds of 
banks? It is difficult to reach any other conclusion than that the larger 
banks of the country are not coming to the relief of our present diffi- 
culties as they could and should do, In view of the agitation for branch 
banks, prompted quite largely by the larger banks, one cannot help 
wondering if there is really that desire to prevent the failure of small 
banks which existed in previous panics, since the most potent argument 
that has been advanced in support of branch banks is the failure of 
small banks. 

Senator Glass said sometime ago in the United States Senate, “The 
trouble is the banking community of the country is frightened to death. 
The banks have ceased to function. They bave discarded the idea, 
without warrant, that the Federal Reserve system was intended for a 
time like this.” 

In conclusion let me make a few suggestions, some of which you may 


regard as quite radical: 
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(1) The government and the states should in fact as well as in 
theory regulate the banks and prescribe the kind of business they may 
transact. 

(2) No other business than legitimate commercial banking should 
be permitted to be carried on from the rooms of a commercial bank. 

(3) Commercial banks should be forbidden to carry on an invest- 
ment banking business, and the two kinds of banking should be kept 
entirely distinct and separate. This is not an-unreasonable suggestion. 
English banks of deposit do not engage in investment banking. When 
an individual deposits his money in a commercial bank he should have 
assurance that it is not to be used for speculative purposes, and when 
he goes to his banker for advice as to investments he should not be 
talked into buying something that the bank has to sell. 

(4) The affiliates of commercial banks, of which there are about 
300 throughout the country, should be entirely dissolved. The last issue 
of Current History contains an article from J. M. Daiger, author of 
the article, “Did the Federal Reserve Banks Play Politics?” in which 
he says, “The actual and potential losses sustained by thousands of 
small banks, and attributed in innumerable instances to the relation- 
ship of correspondent banks to affiliates, has in the last year or two 
reached staggering totals.” He declares that Senator Walcott, himself 
a former Wall Street banker, “condemns the affiliate relationship and 
holds it responsible for the bank failures and other banking troubles 
of the last three years.” Senator Glass says that the committee of the 
Senate appointed to investigate the banking situation found, “That one 
of the greatest contributions to the unprecedented disaster which has 
caused this almost incurable depression was made by these bank affili- 
ates. They sent out their high-pressure salesmen and literally filled the 
bank portfolios of this country with investment securities.” 

(5) Money was made to circulate, and to be used to carry on the 
business of the country. It is the lifeblood of the nation. Anyone who 
interferes with its free circulation is defeating the purpose for which 
it was intended. If we had no hoarding of money there would be no 
demand for inflation. I would fix a limit to the amount of money that 
a bank could pile up in its vaults and withhold from circulation just as 
a limit is prescribed as to the amount of reserve that it is required to 
maintain. In other words, I would fix a limit to hoarding by banks, 
and would place a small tax on unnecessary idle funds in banks so as 
to make hoarding not only unprofitable but expensive. Banks would 
then find places for investment. 

When the government decided that state bank money was not a good 
thing it did not forbid its issue, but placed a 10 per cent tax on it mak- 
ing it unprofitable for banks to issue it and it disappeared. So will a 
tax on hoarding cause it to disappear. 

I would not have you think that I am holding our banking system 
and banking practices entirely responsible for all of our present trou- 
bles, but I do believe that they are responsible for the major portion 
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of it and that, with a proper banking system, properly supervised, our 
panics will be much less frequent, and when they do come they will be 
less severe and of much shorter duration. 


Secretary Mott read a number of letters from members of the 
association who regretted they could not be in attendance. 
Among those writing were W. P. Allred, Corydon; E. P. Bar- 
ringer, Ruthven; R. C. Campbell, Hamburg; Gardner Cowles, 
Washington, D. C.; John E. Craig, Keokuk; M. H. Calderwood, 
Eldridge; John W. Dunlap, Maquoketa; Willoughby Dye, Mace- 
donia; M. F. Edwards, Parkersburg; Walter P. Jensen, Water- 
loo; T. F. Halstead, Winthrop; G. N. Haugen, Washington, D. 
.C.; Robert Hunter, Sioux City; J. O. Kasa, Wallingford; N. E. 
Kendall, Des Moines; E. McDonald, Coon Rapids; J. F. Morris, 
Pasadena, Calif.; Clifford Paul, Anamosa; C. H. Robinson, Chi- 
cago; G. S. Robinson, hospital at Nevada; T. J. B. Robinson, 
Washington, D. C.; R. T. St. John, Riceville; T. J. Sullivan, 
McGregor. 

The secretary also read the following list of names of members 
of the association who had died since the 1931 meeting: E. D. 
Baird, North English; Thomas A. Cheshire, Des Moines; John 
K. Cooper, Council Bluffs; B. L. Eiker, Leon; W. S. Fraley, Des 
Moines; A. F. Frudden, Dubuque; Francis P. Greenlee, Red 
Oak; Clayton B. Hutchins, Algona; R. A. Hasselquist, Chariton; 
John H. Jenks, Avoca; James H. Jamison, Osceola; Scott M. 
Ladd, Des Moines; Elmer F’. Leach, Mt. Pleasant; Phil Livings- 
ton, Moingona; C. A. Meredith, Atlantic; Constant R. Marks, 
Sioux City; Henry N. Newell, LeMars; Henry O. Pratt, Cedar 
Rapids; Harvey L. Pierce, Buena Vista County; Andrew C. 
Ripley, Garner; Arthur C. Savage, Des Moines; W. C. Stuck- 
slager, Lisbon; John D. Shaffer, Elgin; F. D. Steen, Davenport; 
L. M. Shaw, Denison; E. W. Weeks, Guthrie Center; James A. 
White, So. Amana; Ward Wilson, Tama; Robert M. Wright, 
Ft. Dodge. (Above list should have included Charles Eckles, 
Marshalltown. ) 

President Carroll appointed as a Committee on Nomination of 
Officers, George M. Titus, Henry H. Boettger, R. J. Bixby, W. 
G. Kerr and O. K. Maben. 

Under the head of reminiscences the president called on sev- 
eral members. Some of their addresses follow: 
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ADDRESS OF FORMER SENATOR JOHN T. CLARKSON 

Mr. President, without having taken the time to prepare observa- 
tions on reminiscences I would have felt more at ease if we could pro- 
ceed under the same protection afforded while a member of the General 
Assembly, freedom of accountability in debate. 

I make these preliminary observations because I don’t know what I 
am expected to say. I consulted one whom I regard as an authority on 
matters of this sort, Senator Funk, who with an expressive wave of 
the hand, of which he is so capable, said, “Why, just say whatever you 
feel impressed you the most during your experience in the General 
Assembly.” 

Conforming thereto, but only giving what may be properly regarded 
as my first and early impressions, was the fact that I thought I had 
met the most unreasonable, stubborn body of men possible. However, 
the unfavorable opinion was somewhat modified before the end of the 
Thirty-third, and greatly improved in the Thirty-fourth, Thirty-fifth 
and Thirty-sixth general assemblies. 

It is remarkable the mellowing effect that time alone can bring, with 
the result that I have arrived at the conclusion that the stubborn fellow 
had just as much right to be wrong as I had. I care not now how 
strong the arguments may have been, how far the stilletto was driven 
in, the vindictive expressions uttered, yet when I meet the fellow who 
was opposed to our pioneering bills, whether on the street and especially 
at these gatherings, it is very interesting and self-satisfying to know 
that he served in the General Assembly of which I was a member. 

There were some incidents that left lasting impressions with me, yet 
others might feel they were of very little importance, possibly only a 
passing affair. 

I will refer to but one, because I know my time is very limited. It 
had to do with Senator Chase, one of the most interesting characters 
that it has been my experience to have met, in or out of the General 
Assembly. Cultured and refined, yet very, very democratic. Classic, 
courageous, aggressive and progressive, if you please. I can see him 
now as he then appeared when he delivered a classic philippic on the 
equal suffrage question. What a loss to our experience, that we failed 
to take a shorthand report of his argument in the debate. 

He had his peculiarities on occasions. Men and women importuned 
him for his support of the bill, but no one could obtain an expression 
from him for or against the measure. It never dawned to any member 
that he was interested very much one way or the other. Every member 
assumed that it would be a mere calling of the roll, but the giant 
arose in his position to do battle. 

I will not undertake to review the classics which were invoked or 
undertake to describe ‘his wonderful delivery, but well recall and can 
see it now—the gallery and the space back of the seats occupied by 
ladies, all of whom were anxious, interested spectators. After having 
delivered one of the most eloquent orations ever delivered in the Senate 
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‘Chamber during my experience, he suddenly stopped, surveyed the 
field and looked up toward the gallery and said, “Why, my dearly 
beloved sisters, why do you dislike mankind? Who was it that invented 
the mouse trap?” 

Of course, we smiled, but the ladies did their part and refused to 
join therein, yet we were all carried away—not off our feet, of course— 
because the ladies are with us today, but his eloquence was appealing 
and his wonderful personality made the session a very interesting one 
on Lincoln’s birthday. 

In this delightful and interesting organization, we term ourselves 
pioneers, and I often wonder whether that applies to pioneering in 
legislative matters or more particularly to age. If the latter, then, Mr. 
President, I deny the accusation, but if the former it is vitally inter- 
esting. It was our duty to pioneer, and the one thing that I desire to 
impress and bring home to you and to the men of today, our successors 
in office, that we want them to feel that the work that we did needs 
amendments to meet changed and changing conditions. Remember they 
are pioneering as we were pioneering—endeavoring as best we could 
to bring before the legislative body needed enactments in order to meet 
the changing condition. Let us not permit ourselves to assume an 
attitude of believing that our successors are not as interested as we 
were in the need for legis!laiive amendments to meet the requirements of 
the day. 

Pioneers we were in that respect. Many of us were labeled as 
radicals although today we would be regarded as conservative. Some 
who felt the Workmen’s Compensation Act was not fair nor needed of 
course loudly proclaimed the proponents as radicals, but today they are 
regarded as conservative. Some who believed we needed road legislation 
were regarded as radicals. Today they are regarded as conservative. 

Improvement is always the hour of the day, but the negative and 
the minority have its place and usefulness to hold the van to a safe 
place, but after all it is our duty, even though we have passed the official 
garb to another, to at all times see to it that no man will infringe upon 
the fundamental principles of our government. Let those who will 
improve wherever they may or wherever they feel they can, but at all 
times keep in mind the proposition that government ex:sts for man and 
not man for government. Let us not yield to Sovietism or the doctrine 
of Mussolini or Hitler, but adhere to the philosophy of the fathers that 
governments are institutioned among men to protect human and prop- 
erty rights against selfish greed of the majority or minority, and 
thereby make this a better world in which to live. When we labor with 
that end in view and stand ready to battle for those fundamental prin- 
ciples, I care not whether you call a man radical or conservative, 
liberty by law will survive. 

As Lincoln in effect said, “Write union over your proposition and 
you may write thereunder the things that will carry it out,” and the 
pioneer lawmakers should say, as I believe we do, amend the law as 
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you will, to keep pace with progress, but do it within the spirit of the 
fundamental law of the land, handed down from those who have gone 
before, because “Tyranny begins where the law ends,” and government 
by law will end and tyranny begin unless we adhere to the polar star, 
our fundamental law, the constitution, the voice of authority. 


ADDRESS OF FORMER SENATOR GEORGE M. TITUS 


Ladies and Gentlemen: As president of the association at its last 
session, I occupied so much of the time that I desire to limit my remarks 
this morning, to give a greater opportunity for others present. You 
know as we advance in years, our terminal facilities are not as good 
as when we were younger. I am pleased that I could arrange to be 
present at this meeting. In fact, I had serious doubts as to whether 
it would be possible to leave the business of my office. I desired es- 
pecially to be here and, if called upon, to talk to you about what I 
think should be the interest of this association. I share with Mr. DeMar 
in the thought that while many of us never expect to again fill public 
office this should not prevent us from taking more and more active 
interest in political affairs, especially those of a nonpartisan nature 
and designed for the general improvement of this commonwealth—an 
active interest, if you please, in such legislation of a nonpartisan nature 
that is being considered at this session of the General Assembly. I 
find the members of the General Assembly are more willing to listen 
to and favorably consider the views of those who have previously served 
as lawmakers. 

As illustrating this point I wish to refer to a little personal experi- 
ence. At our last meeting you may remember in a part of my address 
as president I said: “It has frequently been predicted that this govern- 
ment will not endure. I do not think such predictions are correct, but 
if it should fail the future historian, when he writes its history, will, 
in my judgment, say that its rapid decline commenced when the pri- 
mary system for nominating public officers was quite generally estab- 
lished in this country.” What I said about the undesirability of our 
present primary system, it seems, was communicated to some of the 
members of the Forty-fourth General Assembly. A certain member of 
the House saw me at the hotel that evening and greeted me as follows: 
“I heard what you said at the Pioneer Lawmakers meeting about the 
primary law. Thank God, there is one Republican that has the courage 
to criticize this law.” I found that a bill for its repeal was then being 
considered by the Forty-fourth General Assembly, but it did not reach 
a vote. A still better bill for repeal is now before the Forty-fifth 
General Assembly. A legalized caucus is provided for. The objections 
to the old caucus system are obviated by the terms of the new bill, and 
I hope, since it is a nonpartisan measure, its passage will be urged by 
all good citizens. 

The members of this association should and could very properly 
urge their respective senators and representatives to work for its 
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passage. I also find that several other states are moving in the same 
line. In my own county I scarcely know a single Republican or Demo- 
erat who approves our present primary system. After discussing the 
subject with some of the members of the Forty-fourth General As- 
sembly a few of us agreed that we would endeavor to get both parties 
to endorse a resolution favoring the modification or repeal at the next 
state conventions. 

I wrote to Mr. Spangler, chairman of the Republican State Com- 
mittee, asking for his views and received a very strong letter with many 
arguments against our present primary system. We asked Mr. Cross 
of Newton, temporary chairman of the last Republican state convention, 
to refer to it in his address. This he did, and if any of you were 
present you will remember he received more generous applause from 
this part of his address than from any other part. 

The objections to the system are many. One of the most important 
is the fact that a very large proportion of the voters do not know and 
can not know the parties for whom they are voting at the primary 
election. Never since I have been a voter have I received as many re- 
quests from my fellow citizens to inform them for whom they should 
vote as I did at the last primary. I remember the president of the 
Women’s Republican League of our county came to me with an im- 
provised sample ballot, asking me to mark those I could recommend 
so that she could present it at a meeting of the league. The only thing 
I could do was to mark those for whom I intended to vote. 

The expense of a candidate is another serious objection. The Reso- 
lutions Committee were favorable to a resolution such as I refer to, 
but owing to the time taken to consider other matters it was not in- 
cluded in the resolutions. The same experience, I am informed, occurred 
with the Democratic Resolutions Committee. .If there is a universal 
demand for a legalized caucus in place of this primary law, why shall 
we not take an active interest in its accomplishment? It may take 
several years, but it deserves our best attention. It took thirteen years 
to bring about the National Federal Reserve Law, eight years for the 
Farm Loan Board, and eight years for the biennial elections. All of 
these laws for improvement of government machinery must be backed 
by the proper amount of interest or they fail. If you agree with me, 
I trust you will do as I suggested, write to your senator and repre- 
sentatives urging them to support the measure. 


ADDRESS OF FORMER REPRESENTATIVE FRANK A. 
O’CONNOR 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Pioneer Lawmakers Associa- 
tion: I have had in my life a few shocks. One of them was when I 
got a letter some two years ago saying I was a qualified member of 
the Pioneer Lawmakers Association of the state of Iowa. It really 
brought home to me that old Latin maxim, Tempus fugit memento mori. 

Time does fly, and how many missing faces there are that remind us 
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of it. For myself I don’t really feel any older than I did when I left 
the legislature during the reign of my friend Governor Carroll, our 
honored chairman. 

I listened to the lingering strains of my friend Senator Clarkson’s 
address in which I was interested, and I shall not philosophize in the 
brief talk I shall make on these principles except to leave with you the 
thought that comes to me as I look back and review mentally the 
efforts of the lawmakers of this state and every other state in the 
nation in a democratic form of government such as we enjoy. 

It seems to me that we have paid all of the penalties which a free 
people should pay in order to determine what kind of government we 
want. If I were to make a criticism of our system, it is the complete 
indifference on the part of large sections and large numbers of com- 
munities, representative units who seem to entirely disregard the quality 
and qualification of men who should undertake to write the laws. 

Now that is no reflection on any of the distinguished gentlemen who 
are here, all of whom I know served their state well, and we have had 
many able men, but those of us who have served in the General As- 
sembly in either of its branches are aware of the truth of the fact that 
so many men are not trained at all in the science of government and 
who do not have a correct conception of the principles of government 
in the enactment of legislation. As good a legislator as Senator Titus, 
in his declining years, tells us how he felt about it, and the standpoint 
or standard by which he sometimes passed on legislation. His good 
friend with the lisp secured his vote on that ground, and the governor 
signed the bill on the same ground. 

I say that not in a spirit of criticism, because I have committed 
greater faults myself, senator, based on friendship. How many men 
were there who could look a proposal squarely in the eyes and pass 
on it solely in the interest of public welfare? And still I say that is 
one of the penalties of government. 

One thing about the men in the General Assembly that I observed 
was that they almost unanimously were men of conscience, who wanted 
to do right by the multitudes. To illustrate: In the Thirty-fourth Gen- 
eral Assembly 1,000 bills were rolled into the hopper, and my good old 
friend, Representative Odendahl of Carroll, came down here to serve 
his state and after being here six weeks, he called me up one morning 
and said, “My God, Frank, I think I shall go home.” “What is the 
trouble?” I asked. “I cannot even read the bills,” he replied. 

Now the truth is he undertook to take all of those numerous bills— 
we had twenty-six road bills alone and many intricate tax bills—and 
read them. He thought it was his duty to read all of those measures 
and all of the amendments, and the committee reports, and the poor 
old gentleman sat up until three or four o’clock in the morning under- 
taking to read those bills, a tribute at least to his conscience. 

Every man here knows there is bill after bill introduced in each 
session worthy of the undivided time of a member for the entire session. 
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The member must, however, give his time to hundreds of measures. 
Still we expect to have sound and mature legislation. It is one of the 
penalties of our kind of government. 

Take our session of the General Assembly right now, where they are 
considering most tremendously important measures. Men are moved 
largely by emotion in these troublesome times and still it is the time 
for the soundest kind of judgment in the enactment of legislation. 
We all know that. I don’t look at it half as seriously now as I did 
twenty-four years ago when I came down here to the legislature, and I 
find the affairs of moment will roll right on after I am gone. 

It is a great pleasure to get together; to come back and see my 
friend Governor Carroll, our chairman. We helped in the passage of 
the State Board of Education Bill which passed, but not without 
difficulty. I think I mentioned some certain men as members whom 
he will recall that he named, who served with distinction and honor. 

Then I do not want to forget my good friend, Governor Clarke, 
whom I am delighted to see here today. He served as president of the 
Senate and later as governor. He did not have me to help him when 
he was in the governor’s office. If there were any faults, Governor, 
you know now how to explain them before you pass on. 

You know as I came in here this morning with the distinguished 
president of the Federal Land Bank of Omaha, Mr. Hogan, whom I 
think we ought to hear from briefly in this session—briefly I said. 
(Laughter.) 

I was going to say something more about Governor Clarke and the 
reference to Mr. Hogan caused me to forget it. Whatever it is, you 
missed something. But anyway I came in here with Mr. Hogan this 
morning from over in the House chamber and not knowing exactly 
where this meeting was we went to the library and met a very charming 
young woman, and we asked her if she could tell us where the Pioneer 
Lawmakers were meeting, and she said, “They are in the Art Gallery.” 
I said, “That is a very appropriate place, but I thought a man had to 
die in order to get into the Art Gallery.” “I am glad to see that you 
do not have to do that. 


ADDRESS OF FORMER REPRESENTATIVE D. P. HOGAN 


This is a very great surprise to me. I was not on the program and 
as I was just admitted to your body I think I ought to take a back 
seat for awhile and let some of the older members talk, but ‘I will not 
talk long. Frank O’Connor said to talk briefly, and that is a good 
pointer. 

Now I am going to the point of what may be worth while for me to 
say and then stop as I know that you do not want a long tall. There 
has been some talk about the times we are in. It seems to me that 
some of us older people can be of some service in calling attention to 
the courage of the pioneers during similar periods of depression. At 
no other period in the history of the world have any people enjoyed 
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such prosperity as did the people of Iowa during the first twenty years 
of the present century. There was a temporary setback in 1920, but it 
was of short duration and prices of Iowa products generally continued 
high until 1931. We had a good time, luxuries and high living with very 
little hardship or self-restraint and we became soft. When hard times 
came, we did not meet them quite as courageously as we should. 

Some of you can look back to pioneer times. I can remember some 
of the hard conditions of the seventies and all of the nineties. I know 
the hardship and privation and distress of my people on a farm in 
Adams County in the seventies. They had the courage to fight it out 
and win and they were glad they did. A review of their record of forti- 
tude and self-denial I think would help the present generation to make 
the necessary sacrifices to carry on and preserve their homes in the 
present trying times. 

I have recently looked up the prices I received for hogs sold from 
my farm in Cass County during the past nine years which were by 
years as follows: 


I have 170 head ready to sell now and the price is very low, but I 
have hopes that the price will be better in another year. On the aver- 
age they have been high for the nine years. If we cannot stand a few 
years of these kind of times we are unworthy of the state of Iowa in 
which we live. Remember there is only one Iowa. We ought to get 


down on our knees every night and thank God that we live in such a 
good state. 


Short speeches were also made by George W. Clarke, W. G. 
Kerr, Arthur Pickford, E. J. Bradley, W. W. Cornwall, Charles 
J. Fulton, E. J. Sidey, Albert M. Deyoe, John F. Riggs, George 
McCulloch, F. I. Herriott, Leslie E. Francis, and Frank S. 
Shankland. 

Adjournment was then taken to Cherry Place for lunch. At 
the close of lunch Senator Titus on behalf of the committee re- 
ported their recommendation for officers which was adopted and 
is as follows: 


President, John T, Clarkson; vice president, Emory H. Eng- 


PIONEER LAWMAKERS ASSOCIATION 581 


lish; secretary, David C. Mott; vice presidents by districts— 
First, Charles J. Fulton, Fairfield; Second, Frank A. O’Connor, 
Dubuque; Third, William G. Kerr, Grundy Center; Fourth, R. 
J. Bixby, Edgewood; Fifth, Frank E. Sheldon, Mount Ayr; 
Sixth, Henry H. Boettger, Des Moines; Seventh, George W. Van 
Camp, Greenfield; Eighth, O. K. Maben, Garner; Ninth, Robert 
Hunter, Sioux City. 

The members of the association then went at once to the second 
floor of the State House and were soon escorted into a joint ses- 
sion of the Forty-fifth General Assembly in the hall of the House 
of Representatives. The gavel was turned over to President B. 
F. Carroll, and the following addresses were made: 


ADDRESS OF SENATOR O. P. MYERS 


Mr. President, Members of the Forty-fifth General Assembly, Mem- 
bers of the Pioneer Lawmakers Association: When we consider your 
pioneer record, ordinary words of welcome appear empty and useless. 
This very Capitol with its splendid architecture, and the state of Iowa, 
itself, are alive and articulate with thousands of voices proclaiming 
your welcome. Your record and your service are forever safe and 
secure. 

Let me recall for the moment, something of the foundations of this 
republic. The long roll of the dark ages passes before us like a troubled 
dream of blood and flame, of conqueror and conquest, of the crash of 
battle, the silent camps of the dead. Royalty ran riot. ‘The common 
people were nothing; they had their dreams of happiness, but they 
were only dreams. Might was the great arbiter, and for over forty 
centuries the conscience of the world slept. 

And then, out over the lowly plain of Judea there dawned the shin- 
ing star of Bethlehem, whose splendid radiance lighted up human 
charity, the brotherhood of man and immortality. Man began to dis- 
cover himself. Conscious of eternity, he became a harder problem for 
tyrants. Backward and forward swung the mighty pendulum of human 
rights. The world became discouraged, and the dark ages fell like a 
funeral shroud down over human progress and human hope. But truth 
and right triumph. And from out the hush and wreck and gloom of 
that great human night—like a new earth from the great ocean of 
eternal truth—came the New Gospel of human rights, the foremost 
action in all human government. 

‘We hold these truths to be self evident: that all men are created 
equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable 
rights; that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness; 
that to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, 
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.” 

These words are the crystallized prayer of the ages. Man had dis- 
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covered himself, and for the first time in all human history, he could 
stand erect, in the free sunlight of Heaven, and challenge the world 
with the merit of manhood. 

Shall Washington and Jefferson and Lincoln and Wilson be for- 
gotten? This republic owes a higher and different service to humanity. 
Its language is the language of human rights. Its stars and stripes 
are the service flag of all humanity. We can no more repeal the 
Declaration of Independence than we can repeal the great Command- 
ments of God. In the words of one of our greatest presidents, “What 
we seek is the reign of law, based upon the consent of the governed, 
and sustained by the organized opinion of mankind.” The law of the 
jungle shall never again be supreme. 


ADDRESS OF REPRESENTATIVE ELMER A. JOHNSON 


Mr. Speaker, Members of the Pioneer Lawmakers Association: Upon 
me has devolved the high privilege and the great pleasure of welcoming 
you here this afternoon in behalf of the House of Representatives of 
the Forty-fifth General Assembly. Our welcome to you is cordial, our 
welcome to you is sincere. 

We owe to you just such a debt of gratitude as you owe to those 
who set the noble example which you followed in the days when you 
were framing the ordinances and the laws for the great state of Iowa. 

Someone said at the very beginning of government in what is now 
the United States of America, that restraint without liberty is slavery, 
but liberty without restraint is confusion, and your labors reflect this 
scund view. 

There was handed to you the Constitution of the United States, and 
the Constitution of Iowa as your guide and your polar star in your 
conduct as legislators in behalf of the people of Iowa. You kept your 
eye upon that polar star, you performed that service nobly and well. 
May we emulate you in that service and may we too, keep our eyes 
upon that polar star and never be deflected from the right, the very 
right which is the basis of all statutory and fundamental legislation. 

We appreciate your presence here today, we appreciate the expres- 
sion which comes from your presence, and I feel that as you leave here 
today you will leave behind you an inspiration akin to «and in the 
nature of a benediction which will fall like a mantle of blessing upon 
the legislature which is now in session, and to which the people of 
Iowa are looking to perform its duty, its high duty, its constitutional 
duty and its duty to the people of Iowa, as you performed it in the 
days that are now gone by. 


PRESIDENT B. F. CARROLL’S REPLY 


Senator Myers and Mr. Johnson, we want to thank you for these 
splendid words of welcome and to assure you that we appreciate and 
endorse the sentiment expressed by each of you. Most of us have served 
in one or the other of the bodies represented here today. We are 


eee. 


PIONEER LAWMAKERS ASSOCIATION 583 


looking at your work as you will be looking at the work of others in 
about twenty years from now. We are trying to gauge it by the work 
we did here. We expect you to make mistakes. If you do not you are 
not entirely human. None of us are infallible. The conditions that 
prevail today are such as to require unusually good judgment in order 
to avoid making a great many mistakes. 

I was just thinking while sitting here what a change has taken 
place, how many new faces there are here. After seventy-five years of 
almost unbroken reign a great political party has been dethroned. You 
have been speculating as to what brought it about. To one who has 
looked into matters as I have done it is very easy to understand what 
brought it about. I found it the other day in looking through the House 
Journal of two years ago, and I want to tell you something about it 
because I think it is worth your knowing. 

The president of the Pioneer Lawmakers Association, Honorable 
George M. Titus, two years ago, in the presence of the joint session of 
the General Assembly made use of such language as this: “I am not 
in favor of overwhelming majorities. The state of Iowa has suffered 
politically from its reputation of being rock-rooted Republican.” 
(Laughter.) Now what do you think of that, coming from the Senator 
from Muscatine, who claims to be a Republican? Following that he 
introduced as the gentleman to deliver the address of the day, the 
Honorable Irving Richman, his fellow townsman, a Democrat, who as 
a peroration to the splendid address which he delivered said: “Long 
live the Middle West! As the heart of the Middle West—long live 
Iowa. As a badly needed element in the politics of Iowa—long live the 
Iowa Democrats—may their tribe increase.” (Applause.) Well, the 
“tribe” increased, and don’t you see what caused it? It was these 
gentlemen of the Pioneer Lawmakers Association, and still some people 
think we have gone out of business. Why, we have just begun to 
function. 

I recall that only a short while ago there were just a few Demo- 
cratic representatives seated over here in the northeast corner of this 
chamber in what was known as the “Cherokee strip,” but the Indians 
seem to have broken off of the reservation, or rather they seem to have 
extended the reservation until it now reaches away over toward the 
southwest corner of the chamber. Compared with the rest of the room 
it reminds one, as my old friend George England used ot say, of a forty 
acres “jinin” up to a twenty. 

Down here in front somewhere, no, he seems to have escaped, is 
Senator Ellis, a lone Indian, the only Democrat over in the other 
house for one whole session of the legislature. When it became neces- 
sary to put two Democrats on a committee they had to name him twice. 
There is no scarcity of Democrats now. As Richman designated them, 
the whole “tribe” seems to be in evidence. 

We Republicans used to go parading around here with our thumbs 
stuck in the armholes of our vests just as if we owned things, but since 
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the massacre of November 8 you can hardly find one of that kind of 
“animals” and if you do discover one occasionally you find him to be 
some “hold-over” against whom “the statute of limitations had not run” 
or he wouldn’t be here. - 

Well, the change is all right if you folks don’t want to stay too long. 
You know how liberal we have been during the last three-quarters of 
a century in passing offices around and we expect you to be equally 
generous with us. 

We have had some really great men connected with our association. 
I would like to tell you about some of them, but you can readily see 
just what kind of trouble I would get into. Every one of these fellows 
who belongs to our organization would think that his name should be 
mentioned first. 

We have had some real statesmen as members. You know the differ- 
ence between a politician and a statesman is that a statesman is a dead 
politician. We have, at least, one real live statesman among us. A man 
who served his state over in the Senate for twelve years. One of the 
most hard working, painstaking, able and efficient members of the Gen- 
eral Assembly that I have ever known. He has served the state in 
various capacities almost ever since he retired from the Senate. It was 
my pleasure and privilege to name him as one of the first members of 
the State Board of Education, and he did not ask for the place, either. 
He has had unusual experience in matters of legislation, some of the 
most important laws upon our statute books having emanated from the 
Ways and Means Committee of which he was chairman. I think he has 
in mind calling to your attention, this afternoon, some of that legis- 
lation. I take great pleasure in introducing to you Honorable A. B. 
Funk, formerly of Spirit Lake, but now of Des Moines, who will now 
address you. 


SOME HIGH LIGHTS IN EARLIER LEGISLATION 
By A. B. Funx 


This paper is devoted chiefly to developments in legislative sessions 
from the Twenty-second to the Twenty-seventh inclusive, covering the 
period from 1888 to 1900. 

It may not be out of place to submit as a background to this recital 
a brief personal statement. In 1888 I came into the Senate represent- 
ing the counties of Clay, Dickinson, Emmet, Kossuth and Palo Alto. 
My service was during the administrations of five governors—Larrabee, 
Boies, Jackson, Drake, and Shaw. Six lieutenant governors—Hull, Poy- 
neer, Bestow, Dungan, Parrott, and Milliman held the gavel over the 
Senate. Speakers of the House were Redman, Hamilton, Mitchell, 
Stone, Byers, and James H. Funk. I served with four senators from 
a number of districts and with five senators from Wapello. 

In both bodies there were men of such unusual ability and experi- 
ence as to make the situation embarrassing to a young man just break- 
ing into political life. The list of strong men is so ample as to make 
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discrimination perplexing, but a few outstanding names are submitted. 
Senators: Gatch of Polk, Bolter of Harrison, Woolson of Henry, 
Young of Cass, Knight of Dubuque, Sweney of Mitchell, Parrott of 
Black Hawk, Wolfe of Clinton, McCoy of Mahaska, Clark of Page, 
Hutchison of Wapello, Kelly of Iowa. House members: Cummins and 
Berryhill of Polk, Curtis of Clinton, Ball of Johnson, Riley of Louisa, 
Wilson of Cass, Hamilton of Linn, Head of Greene, Luke of Franklin, 
McFarland of Emmet, Blythe of Cerro Gordo, Dayton of Allamakee, 
Smith of Mitchell, Roach of Lyon. Of the membership of that Senate 
there is but a single survivor. 

It was an interesting and important period in state development. 
Towa was just fairly emerging from pioneer conditions. In 1888 this 
noble edifice had been in use four years, but was not completed until 
1886. Our institutions were modest, in some respects meager. There 
had been little regulation or restraint as to corporation conduct. Serv- 
ice requirements on the part of the state were becoming more and more 
insistent and acute. Iowa was out of debt and taxes were not especially 
burdensome. In this twelve-year period there was expansion in state 
administration and responsibility, probably more than in any other 
like period. 

Issues uppermost in the Twenty-second General Assembly related 
to the regulation of railways and the control of shipping rates. Pre- 
viously these corporations had things much their own way and there 
was a general feeling that the people were getting the worst of it. 
William Larrabee was governor. In the Senate for eighteen years he 
had been listed as a strong ally of the railroads. While governor he 
made radical change of front and assumed leadership of the belligerent 
antirailroad forces. Years afterward the Governor in private conver- 
sation gave me his reasons for this change. 

Fayette County had been unfavorably situated as to railway con- 
nections, and Iowa was clamoring for more railreads. In working with 
the corporations he felt he was serving his own people and the state. 
He was a rare business executive, giving strict attention to affairs of 
government. Early in his administration he thought he had evidence 
that the Institution for Feeble-Minded Children at Glenwood was using 
too much money. Dr. Powell, the superintendent, was called in confer- 
ence. He plead in self-defense that most of the apparently extravagant 
expenditure was on account of excessive freight rates on coal. This 
was due, he said, to the fact that the Burlington Railroad charged the 
through rate to Council Bluffs, plus the local rate back to Glenwood. 
The Governor assured the superintendent that this was so evidently a 
mistake that it would be easy of correction. The Iowa Burlington man 
in authority was an especial friend and he would have him fix it right 
away. Gentle reminder to the corporation friend brought the reply 
that the rate was logical and proper and generally all right. Some- 
what astonished, the Governor went again with further explanation 
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when he was curtly informed that the charge was in accordance with 
regulations and would not be changed. 

Larrabee at once declared war on the railroads. He became an 
authority on railway history and management during the controversy, 
writing a book of unusual character on the subject. In his forthcom- 
ing message the Governor made emphatic demand for the protection 
of the public “against exorbitant rates, unjust discrimination and un- 
fair and inequitable details of all kinds at the hands of these cor- 
porations.” 

In the Senate Sweney of Mitchell led a strenuous fight for reform. 
He submitted a measure with teeth in it to meet the popular demand. 
After weeks of wrangling in committee and on the Senate floor it was 
so badly disfigured by the adroit tactics of the opposition that it was 
abandoned by its own author. 

Strong men in the House were more successful under the leadership 
of Wilson of Cass. Measures finally licked into shape as House Files 
373 and 374 assuming rate making power and providing general rail- 
way regulation were passed. In the Senate much time was consumed 
in reaching agreement in amending these measures and much confer- 
ence diplomacy was necessary to final enactment. In their fundamental 
character they are still in legal control after the lapse of forty-five 
years. 

Thus Iowa was early in the field with successful challenge as to 
railway rate making and general railway control to the great advan- 
tage of Iowa industry and agriculture. 

In the Twenty-third General Assembly occurred the House dead- 
lock which held up legislation for five weeks while a way out was being 
sought by equally divided political parties. Two years ago a pioneer 
lawmaker gave a detailed and interesting account of this interruption 
to this joint assembly. 

The deadlock in the Senate of the Twenty-fourth was less disturbing 
but more sensational. Horace Boies had been elected governor the 
second time and with him had been chosen S. L. Bestow of Lucas 
County as lieutenant governor. Twenty-five Democrats, twenty-four 
Republicans and one Independent, Engle of Jasper, were present. At 
this stage of procedure the retiring Republican lieutenant governor, 
Poyneer of Tama, was presiding. With his vote and that of Engle the 
Republicans could elect, if all senators voted. The first office to fill 
was that of secretary. The Republican caucus nominee was J. W. Cliff 
of Jasper. He had the support of his fellow townsman, Senator Engle. 
In the exercise of logical strategy it was the legitimate Democratic 
game to prevent the register of a quorum, until Bestow was presiding. 
For three days there was on roll call silence on the part of a number 
of Democratic senators. Adopting the lately developed rule of Tom 
Reed in Congress as to counting a quorum, when the question was 
raised the chair ordered the temporary secretary to note in the journal 
the names of a number of senators present but not voting. Declaring 
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thereupon that a quorum existed he cast his vote for Cliff and so the 
office of secretary was filled. When other nominations were made 
Senator Brower of Cerro Gordo united with the Democrats carrying 
through the rest of the party program. Brower explained his vote as 
being in recognition of the inevitable and a desire to avoid delay. 

When Bestow took up the gavel, however, it was proposed to oust 
Cliff and put in S. N. Parsons of Linn. Questions of order were un- 
availing as the reenforced Democratic steam roller proceeded to its 
logical function. Cliff refused to abdicate, whereupon the sergeant at 
arms was ordered to remove him from the chamber. This dignitary, 
with all the majesty he could summon and bearing his mace of author- 
ity, strode down the main aisle to execute the peremptory command. 
The deposed official made feeble show of resistance by grasping the 
reading desk before him, but the sergeant, with dignity becoming his 
office and the nature of the situation, marched Cliff to the door and 
ejected him. He soon returned, however, humbly to seat himself upon 
a convenient settee. This incident is remembered as being more comical 
than belligerent. Republicans were not inconsolable nor were Demo- 
crats unduly elated. And so ended the senatorial deadlock of 1892. 
Business of the session proceeded without partisan rancor or frequent 
division on party lines. 

A large proportion of the body politic now remember no system of 
voting at general elections other than that in use since the enactment 
of what was called the Australian Ballot Law more than forty years ago. 
Previous to that time there was no statutory provision as to the print- 
ing of election tickets and voting was a rough and tumble process. 
Party tickets were printed and distributed at party expense. Any man 
might print and distribute any kind of ticket using the party nominees 
as part of his scheme with the injection of independent candidates as 
best suited his purpose. Any sort of mongrel ticket could go into the 
ballot box to be counted as cast. It was a common practice to issue 
such tickets at the eve of election in the interest of aspiring citizens. 
Printers were frequently kept up far into the night to meet the demand 
for this sort of political enterprise. 

Furthermore there was no provision for secrecy of choice and no 
protection whatever from intimidation. Right in the polling place 
voters were herded to the bailot box by poll workers or their bullies. 
This crying evil had long been denounced, but it took a long time to 
develop a legal remedy. When the Australian system of voting was 
announced it attracted general attention, but years passed before it 
was introduced here. In the Twenty-third General Assembly a number 
of bills were submitted. All met early:death except a House file which 
was messaged to the Senate and buried in the sifting committee. At 
the next session, however, in 1892, a bill originating in the House passed 
both bodies without a dissenting vote. Those who never knew the evils 
of the old system of voting cannot realize the far-reaching importance 
of what appears in history as the Australian Ballot Law. 
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The Twenty-fifth General Assembly was largely occupied with — 
legislation. The Republicans had adopted prohibition as a party ieee 
a dozen years or so previously. After the failure, on a legal techni- 
cality, of the constitutional amendment adopted in 1882 they enacted 
statutory prohibition, making its provisions more and more drastic for 
a number of sessions. 

At the Republican State Convention in 1893 there was registered a 
demand for modification of the law to the extent of supplying measures 
for control of the traffic where prohibition was impossible of enforce- 
ment. In the Senate of the succeeding assembly the party situation 
was embarrassing. On roll call there were sixteen Democrats loyal to 
party mandate for the repeal of the prohibitory statute and solidly 
against the Republican proposition of modification. Soon after the 
opening of the session a number of Republican senators, which com- 
bined with the Democratic vote could block the Republican program, 
were in writing pledged against it. A majority of the committee for 
the suppression of intemperance was found to be in definite oppo- 
sition. It was necessary to enlarge the committee by the addition of 
four members in order to make it possible to report a modification 
measure. A committee bill reported was soon so disfigured by amend- 
ment as to make its abandonment necessary. 

Republicans of the house were more favorable to a change. What 
was known as the Martin Mulct bill, patterned after an Ohio statute, 
was sent across the rotunda. It was adopted by the Senate committee 
and promptly brought out under special order. Meanwhile in Des 
Moines and at home work was being done to secure votes necessary 
to molification, Several senators had come over, but more were needed. 
When the measure came up on third reading it was understood that 
one more vote was necessary to a constitutional majority. It was a long 
bill. Secretary Hutchins was admonished to proceed deliberately with 
the reading. A water pitcher was handy and it seemed to require a 
lot of water to run the official windmill. The only hope of success was 
in the vote of Senator Turner of Marshall who had declared he would 
never assent to the suspension of the prohibitory law for as much as 
twenty minutes anywhere in Iowa. He was visited at his rear seat by 
men of influence including Governor Jackson. He still seemed adamant, 
but when there was placed in his hands a telegram signed by seventy- 
five leading citizens of the home county he regretfully capitulated. The 
secretary was given a hunch, reading was soon completed and the roll 
call disclosed the necessary twenty-six votes. 

In assuming responsibility for the operation of the prohibitory sys- 
tem the Republican party took a heavy contract. Endeavor to cope 
with the rising tide of opposition and nonenforcement by tightening 
the legal screws upon the prohibition lid seemed merely to make the 
revolt more widespread and serious. Many strong advocates of the 
system gave to the legislature convincing testimony to show that the 
situation in their respective communities was absolutely beyond control 
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and that some change in the law must be made to avoid a breakdown 
of law and order. 

The Mulct Law on the part of its sponsors was not intended to be 
permanent. It was enacted to save a deplorable situation which it might 
tend to improve. This expectation was justified by experience. In its 
early operation some sixty counties came under its supplemental pro- 
visions. When it was repealed after a lapse of twenty years Mulct 
counties numbered about fifteen. The law had served to strengthen and 
establish rather than to break down the prohibition system. 

The liquor issue in after years had less of partisan color. A deadly 
blow to the saloon was struck by the Democrat Senator Moon of 
Wapello who secured the enactment of a law limiting the number of 
saloons in each community to one for each one thousand population. 
The successful movement for the return to prohibition was led by a 
prohibition Democrat, Senator John T. Clarkson of Monroe. 

Our Board of Control system came to enactment after years of 
legislative agitation. Larrabee, Gatch, Hutchison McCoy and others 
had made strenuous effort to group our charitable, penal and quasi edu- 
cational institutions under a single governing body, but they did not get 
very far owing to the persistent opposition and adroit strategy of the 
several institutions concerned. 

Code revision of 1897 served to emphasize the weakness of the 
situation and the demand for a change and to set in motion a successful 
campaign for its installation. 

A committee consisting of Senator Thomas D. Healy and Repre- 
sentatives Frank F. Merriam and Claude Porter was created with 
ample authority to secure information to be submitted to the Twenty- 
seventh General Assembly. Porter has now for years been a member 
of the Interstate Commerce Commission and Merriam recently retired 
as lieutenant governor of California. 

The report of this committee covered sixty pages in fine type of the 
legislative journals. All the institutions to be grouped had been closely 
inspected and all that had been developing in other states along this 
line carefully considered by personal contact and otherwise. 

The report was, in the Senate, referred to the committee on ways 
and means. A committee bill was reported which secured right of way 
on the floor in special order number one. It was before the Senate for 
ten days, strenuously resisted by way of amendment and _ otherwise, 
but it finally passed by very substantial majority including a number 
of senators who had fought with the minority. The committee was not 
defeated at any point by this determined opposition. The House was 
in a state of mind to receive the measure with favor and to deal with 
it constructively. Under able leadership it passed that body with little 
difficulty or serious amendment. This law has been changed in matters 
of detail but in its general structural character it stands today sub- 
stantially as it came from the Senate ‘committee. Drawn by Senator 
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Healy under committee approval it serves as a rare testimonial to the 
genius and skill of that lamented leader. 

The Iowa Board of Control Law was remarkably original in its terms 
and provisions. It went far beyond any measure similar in purpose 
enacted anywhere else and afforded leadership in this field of legislation 
that was not ignored in other states. It foreshadowed the later con- 
solidation of educational istitutions and kindred agricultural depart- 
ments serving to simplify and render more efficient branches of state 
service. 

In the middle of the nineties the buildings and equipment of our 
state educational institutions were inadequate to the rapidly increasing 
demand upon their capacity and resources. Out of funds available from 
the general revenues of the state it was impossible successfully to cope 
with the situation. Conditions at the University were especially ap- 
pealing. In the session of 1896 a measure for special levy to relieve 
the situation was introduced. Both bodies took kindly to the propo- 
sition and with little opposition an extra levy of one-tenth of a mill on 
the dollar of valuation was ordered. In subsequent sessions this levy 
was increased to one-fifth of a mill for the University and Agricultural 
College and half this amount for the State Normal School. To this 
especial encouragement and support is due a large measure of the 
stately buildings and excellent equipment now in public service. These 
extra levies were properly withdrawn by legislative action years ago. 

Prior to the Code revision of 1897 the statutory tax levy for state 
purposes was two mills on the dollar of assessed valuation. This State- 
house had recently been erected out of the proceeds of an extra one- 
half mill and at several subsequent sessions the legislature put on this 
measure of additional tax for general state purposes. 

Until the tast quarter of the nineteenth century public revenues with- 
in the state were almost wholly derived from property taxation. Since 
that time streams of revenue from other sources have increased in 
number and volume. Railroads and other corporations have made very 
substantial contributions. Out of this revision came much increase in 
such revenues including the collateral inheritance tax which has in 
recent years produced, as I am informed, about three-quarters of a 
million dollars annually. 

In spite of such substantial addition to the support of state govern- 
ment and the vast advance of taxable values the property levy for 
state purposes has increased more than four fold. It is interesting to 
study the enormous expansion in tax contribution together with growth 
of demand upon the public treasury. When my father came to Iowa in 
1865 the state had a single penitentiary, one institution for the insane 
and one state supported school. No provision had been made for the 
blind or deaf, the feeble-minded, or the epileptic. There were no train- 
ing schools for incorrigible boys and girls, no soldiers’ home, no orphans’ 
home, no institution for the tubercular. There were no railroad or 
labor commissions and much other state service developing in the 
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meantime was then without provision. Agriculture had no specific 
recognition in the scheme of state government. 

In our pride of state and benevolence of purpose we have established 
high standards in education, philanthropy and general progress—per- 
haps higher than was wise or prudent from an economic standpoint. 
We have perhaps been too prone to announce how rich Towa is, and to 
declare with expanded chest that there is nothing too good for the 
grand old state. As you gentlemen of the Forty-fifth struggle with the 
gigantic problems before you all of us may well reflect upon vital cause 
and grave consequences. 

In the period of which I especially speak, agriculture was given 
such recognition as had not previously been accorded. The institution 
at Ames, growing in popularity and usefulness, was given more state 
support. Responsibility was to a helpful extent assumed as to the State 
Fair. Departments having for their purpose the conserving of farm 
interest were created or given more substantial support. Legislative 
action foreshadowed the future Agricultural Department. The fine rooms 
in the Statehouse it now occupies were, by the strenuous effort of 
Senator Harriman of Franklin in 1898, assigned to this service at a 
time when first floor space was becoming very difficult to secure. It 
was coming to be understood on Capitol Hill that the farmer was a 
big factor in state development and state affairs. 

The Traveling Library is a department of the public service worthy 
of especial consideration. It had its inception in legislative action in 
1896, and in later sessions was given more definite and helpful char- 
acter. While still serving excellent purpose it was of more abounding 
interest and usefulness in the earlier years when private libraries were 
comparatively meager and public libraries unavailable to most of the 
people of the state. It has working relations with the libraries in all 
the small communities and is in friendly, sympathetic contact with the 
farms and homes of all the people who appreciate the opportunity it 
affords. A state with an almost perfect score as to literacy and eager 
for the best in literature has not failed to appreciate the rare service 
of the Library Commission. 

Our vast collection of state archives, historical relics and portraits 
of distinguished Iowans known as the Historical Department is one of 
the most valuable accumulations of this character in the middle west 
at least. It had its inception in a bill introduced in 1890 by Senator 
Dungan of Lucas. The measure enacted at that time was reenforced 
at the next session by a movement led by Gatch of Polk. Later Garst 
of Carroll was instrumental in promoting the erection of the splendid 
edifice now occupied by the department. Nothing else on Capitol Hill 
or in the Capitol City is as appealing to the general public as_ this 
splendid accumulation of relics and rich depository of literature, art 
and science. 

From 1849 to 1918 all state printing and binding was done by officials 
elected by the legislature at each regular session. These positions were 
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usually held by newspaper men in recognition of party service. During 
the earlier forty years there was such improvement in mechanical de- 
vices as substantially to reduce the cost of production, but the old 
rates were usually maintained. This fact made two or three terms in 
these offices good for a modest competency. Under the leadership of 
Senator Parrott of Black Hawk the water was squeezed out of these 
high rates in the Twenty-second General Assembly, resulting in very 
substantial saving to the state. 

When I entered the Senate reading of the journal was a regular 
order of business. The reading began in apparent good faith, but quite 
soon upon motion further reading was dispensed with, a proceeding 
which resulted in much error in the record. The printed daily journal 
came in the Twenty-second Assembly upon the initiative of the pains- 
taking Woolson of Henry after considerable opposition inspired by the 
embarrassed state printer, the genial and gifted George E. Roberts. 
The printed daily calendar soon put in an appearance. There was then 
no stenography and no typewriting in legislative service. Both came 
shortly, however. 

There was somewhat more of formality then than later. It was not 
considered good form, if not in violation of a definite rule, to mention 
by name the other legislative body on the floor of either house. In the 
Senate, at least, and I think in the House, the rule against smoking in 
open session was never suspended except at an occasional night meet- 
ing. During my term of service the president pro tem of the Senate, a 
constitutional official, was never elected as a nominee of a party caucus. 
So far as I remember it was never necessary to call the roll when a 
senator was placed in nomination for this position. Perhaps my only 
pretention to fame must be, based on the fact that I was three times 
in succession so chosen to this office, a record I think in Senate pro- 
ceeding. 

This review of the work of a legislative period is necessarily hasty 
and inadequate. Much might be said as to measures which are not con- 
sidered. Some single issues treated might be made interesting in occu- 
pying all the time at my disposal, but I have chosen to deal more 
briefly with a larger number of incidents and events. I have drawn 
largely on memory by no means perfect, supplemented by such atten- 
tion as I could devote to fourteen legislative journals. It may not be 
difficult on the part of one widely informed in legislative history to 
discover in this recital some minor errors, but statements in the main 
will be found reasonably accurate. 

It is not my purpose to say or to imply that the assemblies of my 
time were the source of all legislative wisdom or the sum of all legis- 
lative excellence. I have since known much of legislation and many 
legislators and this knowledge justifies a high estimate of the average 
Iowa legislator in general intelligence, safety of judgment and integ- 
rity of purpose and performance. I do not regard it as at all pre- 
sumptuous, however, to voice the impression that at no time of like 
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duration in the history of the state have its people been more valuably 
served. It was a time of great opportunity to legislators of courage 
and vision and such opportunity was not unrecognized nor neglected. 

From the run of my story it might appear that the opinion is enter- 
tained that the senates to which I belonged did most of the important 
business. This is far from the fact. It has been possible to deal much 
more understandingly with Senate proceedings because of contact more 
intimate and memories more enduring. Then and in all the years before 
and since the House of Representatives has borne its full share of 
legislative responsibility and performed its duty with equal courage and 
efficiency. Many very important measures have originated there and 
the House has very rarely killed a Senate bill that deserved enactment. 

The Pioneer Lawmakers Association held its first meeting in Feb- 
ruary of 1886. It has since met regularly during each legislative ses- 
sion. Its constitution qualifies for membership all legislators and many 
other federal and state officials, when more than twenty years have 
elapsed since the beginning of service. 

There is little reading matter I have come across that thrills me more 
than proceedings of the earlier meetings. They were very enthusiastic 
and largely attended by many whose terms of service ran back to the 
beginning of state affairs, and some even into the territorial period. 

The second meeting of the association occurred in my first session. 
Then, and for my remaining sessions I saw and heard at meetings simi- 
lar to this, many of these real pioneer lawmakers. They were a grand 
group. Most of them had qualified under the scriptural injunction: 
“Be strong and show thyself a man.” In private and public life they 
had been real empire builders. They had assisted substantially in lay- 
ing broad and deep the foundations of a great state. Many of them 
had served in the Civil War and most of them had conquered conditions 
and circumstances in struggles fierce as war itself. 

Out of a long list of these men I saw and heard I note these names: 
George G. Wright, W. H. M. Pusey, P. M. Casady, John Scott, Reuben 
Noble, John A. Kasson, H. H. Trimble, B. F. Gue, J. B. Grinnell, Hoyt 
Sherman, J. F. Duncombe, Hawkins Taylor, T. S. Parvin, C. F. Clark- 
son, Daniel F. Miller, L. L. Ainsworth, Edward Johnstone. Many men 
on these rolls of honor had more than state reputation in government 
or otherwise. 

When these visitors broke into our legislative proceedings we were 
thrilled by their presence, their eloquence and their fervor of devotion 
to the commonwealth they had done so much to establish in strength 
and to maintain in perpetuity. Their talks were not all serious. They 
could be jolly as well as grave. We were told how they had legislated 
at two-fifty per day; of strenuous encounter with mud and floods and 
blizzards as they came and went on wheels, on horseback and afoot 
from High Henry, Proud Mahaska and the Hairy Nation, from the 
river counties and from the slough water districts. Mention was made 
of a resolution requiring the secretary to furnish gum boots with which 
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legislators might negotiate the trail from the west side to the old State- 
house. General Drake told a story of the time when Judge Wright 
ran for office in a district composed of Van Buren, Davis and Appa- 
noose counties. The result was so close at election he depended upon 
the seventeen solid votes of Appanoose, which he had been promised to 
save him from defeat, but the result sugared off only a single ballot. 
He wrote a friend over there saying, “William, tell me who cast that 
vote. I want to buy his wife a dress.” Sixteen men claimed the solitary 
ticket and the Judge saved his money. 

We do not hope, of course, to impress you as they impressed us. We 
did not grapple with pioneer conditions and circumstances as did they. 
While they moved along dim trails as it were it was ours to follow 
paths better established and of more definite destination. In our day, 
however, we faithfully served and successfully achieved. We caught 
the torch they flung to us and strove to hold it high and keep it bright 
for other hands to bear aloft in legislative leadership. 

In those days we of the legislature did not realize how soon we 
would be able to take our places as legislative guests. I well recall the 
jolt I had when Senator Garst said to me, “Funk, it won’t be long 
before you will be coming in here as a pioneer lawmaker.” You may 
feel now as I did then, but you will soon be in our class. Indeed, several 
members of this assembly are already eligible and the number will 
rapidly increase with the flight of years. 

Members of the Joint Assembly: Most of you were our constituents ; 
now all of us are yours. Few men of Iowa so well realize the burdens 
you are bearing and the perplexity you experience in the presence of 
conomic emergency and financial stress. We understand how seriously 
you are applying yourselves to grave problems in the solving of which 
you so fervently hope to help the home folks, many of whom are strug- 
gling in the deep waters of despair. 

It will not be at all strange if you find serious difficulty in meeting 
the expectations of your constituents. You will find even more difficulty 
in completely satisfying yourselves in a situation such as has never 
before developed in Iowa nor anywhere else. Government everywhere 
is in trouble. Lawmakers in action on all continents and on all the 
islands of all the seas aré in a serious state of doubt and uncertainty. 

In these days of tribulation you are carefully feeling your way along 
the thorny paths of legislative duty. We are not disposed to, nor pre- 
pared to, tell you how to deal with weighty matters under considera- 
tion. After a session or two of experience in those halls a man is apt 
to be less cocksure as to just what is best to do in cases where he 
has had little opportunity to acquire intelligent understanding. 

Experience proves that a legislator is ultimately judged by the 
operation of a statute for which he has voted. If such a law prove 
beneficial, he is forgiven for ignoring adverse counsel. If it prove un- 


fortunate, he is held accountable, eyen by the loudest shouter for en- 
actment, 
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As you proceed in the courageous, conscientious and constructive 
discharge of your legislative duties, you are assured of the sympathy 
and support of your grateful guests of this memorable hour, the Pio- 
neer Lawmakers of Iowa. 


PRESIDENT B. F. CARROLL CLOSES THE MEETING 


At the expiration of twenty years from the time that you first be- 
came members of the General Assembly you automatically became 
members of the Pioneer Lawmakers Association. That is also true of 
persons who have served as supreme or district judges or in state offices 
in general. 

* Several members of the present General Assembly are now members 
of our association, viz., Hon. L. D. Teter, member of the House from 
Marion County, Senators Harry C. White of Benton County, W. H. 
Klemme of Winneshiek County, and William Carden of Henry County. 

We have with us today a member who represented Wayne County 
in the lower house when the legislature marched over from the old 
Capitol and for the first time occupied this chamber and this building, 
the Hon. George McCulloch, whose services began in the Nineteenth 
General Assembly. He has since served his district in the Senate of 
the Thirty-third and Thirty-fourth general assemblies. 

One or two members not present are still living who served in the 
Thirteenth General Assembly, but there are few living who served back 
of the twenty-second session. 

It may not occur to you who are now serving in the legislature just 
what the Pioneer Lawmakers Association means to the rest of us. It 
affords an opportunity to get together to discuss those things which are 
outstanding in matters of legislation, both past and present. 

Senator Funk is impressed by Board of Control legislation, one of 
the greatest pieces of legislation ever enacted in the state, as he had 
much to do with its enactment. It came from his committee, I am im- 
pressed with the law creating the State Board of Education, it having 
been enacted while I was governor and the responsibility of selecting 
a board that could put the law into successful operation having fallen 
to my lot. When you have retired from your present positions you will 
look back upon your work and gauge it, not so much by the numerous 
minor matters dealt with, but by the outstanding measures which you 
enact into law. You will, no doubt, have a long list of important meas- 
ures to refer to, for never before has the state been confronted with 
just such a condition as we are confronted with today, and never were 
there more perplexing problems to be dealt with. We are interested 
in these matters just as you are interested in them, and it is such things 
that we come together to consider, as well as to renew acquaintances. 
We are not living in the past, not that, but we are sitting on the “side- 
lines” watching what you folks are doing. 

Much of the legislation which we enacted we thought was the “climax 
of perfection”; now you tell us it is not suited to changed conditions, 
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Perhaps it is somewhat out of date, but under much of it the state has 
made real progress. As an association we like to get together and dis- 
cuss among ourselves and with you proposed changes. 

Now it is only going to be a short time, and you will just be sur- 
prised how short the time will appear to be, until you will be members 
of this association. Why, I can hardly realize that I came into the 
Senate thirty-seven years ago. You know I am only a young chap yet, 
but it is true, time just slips away so fast, and so many things have 
occurred within that time; why, I could almost write a history from 
memory of them. It is because of such things that we like to get to- 
gether, and why we impose ourselves upon you, or rather why we accept 
your kind invitation to hold one session with you. 

We are under great obligations to you, and we want you to know 
that we are greatly interested in the things you are endeavoring to 
accomplish. We are just as loyal citizens now as we were when we 
were sitting in one or the other of these houses. We have the interest 
of the state just as much at heart—why, if I stood at the desk here 
in front of you today and held up my hand and took oath to support 
the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the state 
of Iowa, as a member of this legislature, I could not feel any more 
deeply concerned about the welfare of the state—I would only be 
assuming a little more personal obligation. Why, it is my state, it is 
the home of my family, it is the home of my fellow citizens. It is here 
that I was born. I love it. What I have said for myself I can say for 
the other members of our association and for you people. There is not 
much disloyalty in the state of Iowa, not much. The overwhelming 
majority of our people are law abiding. They do not sympathize with 
lawlessness. We certainly thank you for your kindness in inviting us to 
meet with you, and now Mr. President, allow me to turn the joint 
session back to you. (Applause.) 


The spirit pervading the entire proceedings of this session was 
very fine and enjoyable. Thirty-eight registered and several 
were in a short time who failed to register, especially some who 
only attended the session before the joint assembly. Besides those 
already mentioned in the above proceedings the following were 
prsent as shown by the register: W. H. Arney, Marshalltown; 
W. I. Beans, Oskaloosa; W. R. Cooper, Newton; Thomas 
Géneva, What Cheer; J. M. Hathaway, Onawa; Joshua Jester, 
Des Moines; Fred W. Jones, Spirit Lake; W. H. Klemme, Ridge- 
way; I’. M. Laird, Tabor; R. J. Martin, Des Moines; Oley Nel- 
son, Slater; W. M. Rowles, Onawa; H. T. Saberson, Des Moines; 
Ralph Sherman, Grinnell, 
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(Concluded) 
XVIII 


During the latter part of 1859 and 1860 references in the 
local press of northwestern Iowa to incursions of the Sioux, or 
of Inkpaduta’s vagrant band, were not frequent, although now 
and then mention was made of their sporadic expeditions and 
promiscuous prowlings. They probably came into the state more 
often than the press references indicate. There were long and 
vast stretches of forest and thicket in the innumerable coulees, 
gullies, ravines and valleys of the upper and lower reaches of 
the Little Sioux, the Floyd, Little Rock, the Big Sioux and the 
Des Moines rivers, down which they could come on hunting ex- 
peditions, and not be discovered for days and weeks, save by 
the occasional trapper, who remained for the most part in iso- 
lation, seldom in communication with the settlements until his 
“season” was over. 

In the fastnesses of that extensive region, as the keen observer 
“W. H. F.,” correspondent of the Iowa State Journal, pointed 
out, were “‘sure retreats for bands of savages” and “its impene- 
trable thickets” afforded “places of concealment and induce- 
ments for savages to become hostile.” The ability of Indians to 
appear, prowl about, and at the same time be obscure to the 
ordinary untrained eye, anon aloft in the branches of trees 
watching the approach or doings of whites, or lurking in tall 
grass, or dense underbrush, is testified to by countless tales of 


. 72 
trontiersmen. 
72Within a few days after the above paragraph was written I learned that 
Dr. Stephen Phelps, president of Coe College, Cedar Rapids, 1881-1887, was 
stationed at Sioux City, 1862-64, as the pastor of the Presbyterian Church of 
that then frontier community. His son, Rev. Wm. H. Phelps, pastor of the 
Central Presbyterian Church of Des Moines, allowed me to examine a manu- 
script autobiography which he wrote for his children, and graciously consented 
to my reproducing the following paragraph from Chapter V thereof. The 
“terror” referred to was the panic produced by the news of the Sioux attack 
on New Ulm, Minn., in August, 1862: 


“| | I had an appointment to preach at Dakota City five miles 
away, on the Nebraska side of the river [Missouri], on that Sabbath 
afternoon of the terror. Friends advised me not to attempt it, but 


598 ANNALS OF IOWA 


The Mankato (Minn.) Daily Record on August 2, 1859, con- 
tained the following editorial: 


INDIAN DEPREDATIONS 


We learn from a gentleman from Spirit Lake that a settler in that 
vicinity last week started for Sioux City, and when about twenty-five 
miles from Spirit Lake he was met by six Indians who robbed him of 
his pocket book, containing about $11.00 in money and several notes 
amounting to $150; his provisions and his rifle, which they afterwards 
returned to him, saying it was too heavy. The settler returned to Spirit 
Lake and the “Home Company” comprising about eighteen men, started 
in pursuit. The Indians were supposed to belong to the Sioux Wood 
band. 


A few excerpts from the columns of Sioux City’s papers will 
show that the pioneers had the possibilities of trouble more or 
less constantly in mind. The Lagle for September 10, 1859, 
contained the following which was not a news item simply but 
was an editorial expression of the appreciation of the perplexi- 
ties and uncertainties of the relations first of the Sioux and the 
various nearby Indian tribes, and second of the reactions of the 
conflicts of the “peaceful” or “treaty” Indians with the Sioux 
upon the latter’s relations with the whites: 


HOSTILE INDIANS 


There has been for some time a general feeling of uneasiness all 
along the northwest frontier in regard to the Brules and some other 
bands of the Sioux Indians. During the summer they have plundered 
and killed several isolated parties of the Pawnees, Omahas and Poncasg, 
and their known hostile attitude towards all Indians who have treated 
with, or ceded lands to the United States, and their proclaimed mani- 
festo to effectually arrest further progress of white settlements render 
them and their confederated brethren objects of constant fear and 
apprehension both by the friendly Indians and the settlers along our 
western border. 

We have just received intelligence from Niobrarah that the Poncas 
are in a terrible fright, daily expecting a war party of these Sioux. 
The whites at Niobrarah are very much alarmed... . 

The Poncas are all huddled in a little neck between the Running 
Water and the Missouri rivers... . The Poncas are without arms or 


I did. I crossed the river with a horse and buggy on the flatboat 
ferry, and started through the tall grass, which stood six to eight 
feet high on both sides of the road. Presently two Indians came 
dashing out of the grass behind me, shouting after me and pursuing 
me as fast as they could run. They soon overtook me and leaped 
up into the back of the buggy, but instead of molesting me they 
put out their hands, crying out ‘‘Killikiniec, Killikinic,” meaning 
tobacco. I had no tobacco to give them, but was immensely re- 
leved, that they wanted Killikinic, instead of my scalp.” pp. 28-29, 
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ammunition, else they would sally forth and give battle, for they are 
brave men and good fighters. 


* * * 


But it is hard upon our struggling frontier men. . . . It is no less 
an outrage upon the Poncas for they are peaceable and well disposed, 
conforming to their treaty and have already waited patiently near two 
years for the government to comply with their treaty stipulations 
towards them. They are woefully destitute, and how they will survive 
the coming winter is more than we can foresee. Can not the govern- 
ment be induced to do something for them? And will they not teach 
these savage Sioux a lesson? They have evidently forgotten the Harney 
chastisement, and it is certain they need a sound flogging. 


LATER 


Since writing the above we learn that the Brules have commenced 
their work. They have fired upon one man, Mr. Dodson, seriously if 
not fatally wounding him. They have forced the Poncas all to the south 
of the Running Water, and now the settlers and Poncas are in one 
village greatly excited and daily expecting the Brulis. 


On October 13 the Sioux City Register informed its readers 
that the Indians were coming in closer to their homes and 


hamlets: 
INDIAN DEPREDATIONS 


On Thursday night last week a span of horses and an ox were stolen 
from Patrick Gorson, near Westfield, Plymouth County, by some In- 
dians. The property has not yet been recovered and its loss falls with 
considerable severity upon Mr. Gorson. 


Reports from various points in southwestern Minnesota in the 
fore part of 1860 gave the settlers in Brown and Cottonwood 
counties serious reason for anxiety, not to say alarm. The Scott 
County Record of April 21, under an editorial heading, “Indian 
Murders on the Frontier,’ informed its readers that one Wm. 
Tubbs of New Ulm had been missing for some time and it was 
supposed that he had been “killed by Indians”; that one John 
Reinackes was found murdered near Dinglen Crossing on the 
Cottonwood River; and three murders were accredited to the 
Yankton Indians. It then says: 

Inkpaduta’s band is said to be on the outskirts of the settlement. 
Chas. Blair, Jos. R. Brown’s son-in-law, just from Yellow Medicine, 
confirms the last statement, and also the murder of Job Reinackes by 


the Indians, stating that the Indians reported so at the Agency. 
We can expect more of this kind if the government don’t interfere, 
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Horses and other things are stolen there, and on all the line of the 
settlement. Sam Albright is looking for his horses and several parties 
are with him on the same business. 


Stealing horses was not a peculiar pastime or profession of 
the Red Men in those pioneer days, and it is not wholly im- 
probable that Anglo-Saxon freebooters and renegades may have 
been among the offending horse thieves. The annals of the fron- 
tier not infrequently report cases of whites committing their 
depredations by pretentious maneuvers which created the popu- 
lar belief that Indians were the marauders. This maneuver was 
Henry Lott’s tactics on Bloody Run. But we may doubt if 
whites would have resorted to much promiscuous killing of whites 
to accomplish their fell purposes. Such frequent and flagrant 
attacks as the Indians apparently made upon the whites and 
their property demonstrated either reckless deviltry or cold 
malevolent purpose, that apparently was getting under way for 
the furious outbreak of 1862. 

The frightful success of Inkpaduta’s attack upon the settle- 
ment between the Okobojis, while it did not stop the incoming 
settlers to the Lake region, seriously checked their impetus and 
impeded progress. The following portions of a paragraph from 
an interesting letter to the Register of Sioux City, printed under 
date of June 23, 1860, written by a correspondent who had but 
recently visited the Lakes, signing himself “‘S. P. Y.,” discloses 
popular dread. The second, or latter excerpt indicates how early 
the beauty of the Lakes attracted the traveler and perhaps ac- 
counts for the defiance of their fears of the ruthless Sioux: 


The heart-rending Indian massacre of three years since which de- 
populated the Lake country has operated seriously to its detriment in 
promoting settlement. But the apprehension of any further trouble is 
no longer entertained by the most timid and already there is quite a 
large settlement of enterprising and intelligent settlers. . . . The enter- 
prising Dr. Prescott’? has erected a commodious two-story dwelling 
house, where with his estimable lady and most interesting family, the 
stranger may safely anticipate the most cordial greeting and hospitable 
entertainment. .. . And those who are in pursuit of health or pleasant 
summer recreation may travel the continent over without finding a point 


possessing greater attraction. If any doubt this, I have only to say, 
do as I have, go and try it. : 


“Dr. John S. Prescott: see Ante, pp. 510, 514-15; and Section XX following. 
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The writer of the foregoing was Dr. S. P. Yeomans of Sioux 
City, who came to Iowa in 1837. He was register of the Land 
Office at that point, having been appointed thereto by President 
Pierce in 1856 and reappointed by President Buchanan. He 
reflected the common feeling and common opinion in northwest- 
ern Iowa. 

Although intermittent reports of the hostile doings of the 
Indians were current, the “Army of Occupation” apparently 
either disbanded unceremoniously or disintegrated without due 
attention to the state’s interest in its impedimenta. In the latter 
part of March Judge Orlando C. Howe received the following 
interesting letter from the newly inaugurated governor: 


Executive Office, Iowa. 
March 24, 1860. 
O. C. Howe, Esq., 
Sir: 

I am informed that there is in your vicinity a number of public arms 
and accoutrements, furnished by the State for the protection of the 
citizens against Indians and that these arms have become scattered & 
in danger of being lost. 

I direct that you shall & hereby empower you to collect all such 
arms (muskets & revolvers) and accoutrements in your vicinity to 
some safe & central point to be preserved until needed for public de- 
fence or until otherwise ordered. I understand these arms were deliy- 
ered to you & that you are responsible for their safety. 

Please let me hear from you on the subject. 

Very respectfully, 
Samuel J. Kirkwood.4 


The settlers apparently had concluded that the dangers from 
the Indians had passed, or at least were so remote that the pres- 
ence of the “military” was not urgent, and the members of the 
troop after the manner of lusty freemen had simply broken camp 
and left for their homes. But their blissful assumptions were 
not warranted, although some time elapsed before they had reason 
to doubt their verity. 

This section of the immediate and general consequences of 
Inkpaduta’s attack upon the settlement at Spirit Lake may be 
fittingly closed by three citations from the annual reports to the 
commissioner of Indian affairs at Washington in 1861, 1862 and 


74Mss. in correspondence and papers of Judge Orlando C. Howe in His- 
torical, Memorial and Art Department of Iowa. 
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1863, from the agent for the Sioux and the superintendent of 
Indian affairs for Minnesota which show that Inkpaduta and 
his band were almost constantly hovering about the edges of the 
frontiersman’s consciousness and his unpunished attack on Spirit 
Lake in 1857 was invariably used as a measuring rod in con- 
demnation when explaining the intermittent, but persistent, 
forays and depredations of his band. 

In his report for the year ending September 30, 1861, dated 
October 1 at the Sioux Agency at Yellow Medicine, Agent 
Thomas J. Galbreath says: 


. . . Several complaints of Indian depredations on the frontier, in 
the region of Spirit Lake and Sioux City, have been made at this office. 
Early in September, under the direction of the Department of Indian 
Affairs, I sent Mr. H. D. J. Koons, the United States interpreter of 
this department to Sioux City, via Spirit Lake, with instructions to 
inquire into those depredations and report at the earliest day possible. 
He has returned, but has been too unwell to prepare his report. As 
soon as possible his report will be transmitted to the department. He 
obtained considerable valuable information, from which I am able to 
state the Indians of this agency stole some twenty to thirty horses the 
past summer from the citizens of Iowa and Minnesota. Very few 
Indians were directly engaged in this business. The more daring out- 
laws of different bands, pupils and connexions of Inkpadoota and White 
Lodge. . . . Only one of the depredators has been arrested yet. If I 
had a sufficient force at my command, these offenders and their aiders 
and abettors, could be arrested and punished, and this band of outlaws 


broken up in a short time, and peace and good order established on 
the frontier,” 


Agent Galbreath’s assertion that the more daring of the out- 
law Indians terrorizing our northwest were “pupils and con- 
nexions of Inkpadoota”’ is a conclusive suggestion of the potency 
of Scarlet Point’s influence. 

Writing his annual report for 1862 at St. Paul under date of 
November 14, before he had received Agent Galbreath’s report 
of the horrors of the Outbreak of August incited by Little Crow 
and Inkpaduta, Superintendent Clark W. Thompson after as- 
serting that “the barbarities committed were horrible beyond 
description” says: “I much fear that if, as in the case of the 
Spirit Lake Massacre committed a few years ago by the same 


Report of Commissioner of Indian Affairs for 1861: See Document No. 30, 
Report of Thomas J. Galbreath, agent for the Sioux at Yellow Medicine, Octo- 
ber 1, 1861, pp. 702-3, 
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tribe, the guilty are not properly punished, it may have an ‘evil 
influence upon other tribes as well as this, and prove an incen- 
tive to further outrages.’’® 

Agent Galbreath’s delayed report, dated at St. Paul, January 
27, 1863, pp. 199-200, giving his personal experiences and ob- 
servations relative to the causes and developments of the Out- 
break of August preceding, concludes as follows: 


While I thus plead for a humane policy, I do not forget that the 
guilty Indians should be punished. ... A failure to do this heretofore 
has been very unfortunate, in my humble opinion. I will give one in- 
stance only, although there are hundreds. In the winter of the year 
1857 the Sioux Indians massacred some fifty persons at Spirit Lake, 
and took several females captives. Yet not one of the Indians engaged 
in this massacre was ever punished. 

It was all charged to Inkpaduta, and allowed to pass. The Indians 
interpreted this action, or rather non-action of the government, thus: 
“The whites either have not the ability or the inclination to punish us 
—which, we are not sure; but we are not satisfied that they will not 
punish us.” Thus they reasoned, and kept on committing depredations, 
and were never punished. This was all wrong. At the time of the 
Spirit Lake Massacre, the power of the government to punish the guilty 
should have been exhibited and exercised. ... Had this been done, then 
I believe that our recent outbreak never would have occurred. 

I sincerely hope that no false philanthropy or morbid sentimentalism 
will ever cause a repetition of the course pursued by the government 
in regard to the Spirit Lake Massacre... .7 


Agent Galbreath’s solemn judgment as to the sorry signifi- 
cance of the Spirit Lake Massacre and the dire results produced 
by Inkpaduta’s success in escaping punishment was a conclusion 
of his own painful personal experiences and intimate associa- 
tions with the Indians of the terrain of the two outbreaks. It 
was not an a priori assumption, nor an academic assertion, nor 
a scholastic’s fancy. His judgment was concurred in ten years 
later by one who had more right to speak on the subject than 
any other denizen of Minnesota or latter-day historian, namely 
by Dr. Riggs, who had conducted his Mission among the Sioux 
from 1837 to 1883, and nearly lost his life in Little Crow’s War 
of 1862. Writing the recollections of Mrs. Riggs and himself in 
1872 he concurs fully in Agent Galbreath’s opinion concerning 

76Op. cit. for 1862: See Doc. No. 1, Report of Clark W. Thompson, Superin- 


f Indian Affairs, St. Paul, Minn., November 14, 1862, p. 200. : 
en OD. rae for 1863: See Doc. 144, Report of Thomas J. Galbreath, agent for 


the Sioux, St. Paul, January 27, 1863, p. 412. 
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the fatal consequences of the Spirit Lake Massacre. In that 
judgment President Folwell of the University of Minnesota 
likewise concurred in 1906 in his Sketch of Minnesota. 

The onset of the Civil War and its terrific disturbance in all 
our local and national life focused public attention upon the 
momentous struggle south of Mason and Dixon’s line. The 
troubles with the Sioux were on a remote frontier and were 
deemed minor minutia in contrast. Iowa’s historians, while cog- 
nizant of the Massacre between the Okobojis, and anon eloquent 
anent its atrocities, have not sensed its intimate causal connec- 
tions with the subsequent reign of terror that from 1862 to the 
stark tragedy on the Little Big Horn on June 25, 1876, as have 
the historians of Minnesota and the Dakotas and Montana. 


XIX 


One of the minor incidental consequences of the Spirit Lake 
Massacre was the sorry disturbances in the premises of the 
various “land claims” of the settlers on the shores of the Lakes. 
The death of nearly all of the claimants was of course the pri- 
mary cause. The second fact was that the general terror pro- 
duced by the devastating tragedy prevented surviving members 
of the families or heirs of the original settlers claimant return- 
ing to the region and carrying on with the fulfillment of the 
conditions prerequisite in securing title under the preemption 
rights allowed by national laws to pioneers who entered upon 
the national domain and “‘staked out” claims ahead of the sur- 
veyors. 

No one of the original claimants had been on their particular 
claims or sites more than six to nine months. They had, there- 
fore, merely inchoate rights which they could have realized had 
they severally lived and completed conditions, but which lapsed 
on their death, as their heirs either did not or could not fulfill 
the requirements as to actual occupation and cultivation. Miss 
Abbie Gardner, who was taken captive, did not return to the 
scene of the Massacre for a year and a half. Mrs. Margaret Ann 
Marble apparently never returned. Various efforts were made 
by sundry claimants or heirs of the original claimants to obtain 
from the national government allowances of damages for the 
losses sustained because of the destruction of their property by 
Inkpaduta’s band of outlaws. Some of the developments were 
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interesting and some of the facts about three of the claims are 
briefly indicated or summarized. 

On March 27, 1860, according to the Congressional Globe, 
James Harlan, the senior senator from Iowa, in the Senate at 
Washington presented the following petitions: 

Mr. Harlan presented the petition of James Harriott, praying per- 
mission to enter as a pre-emption one hundred and sixty acres of land 
settled on and improved by his son who was massacred by the Indians 
at Spirit Lake, in the state of Iowa, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Lands. 

He also presented the petition of Margaret Ann Marble praying that 
she be permitted to enter as a pre-emption one hundred and sixty acres 
of land settled on and improved by her husband who was murdered by 
the Indians at Spirit Lake in the state of Iowa, which was referred to 
the Committee on Lands.78 

On April 26 following Senator Harlan introduced similar pe- 
titions for H. W. Granger on account of his brother Carl 
Granger’s claim, for August Wegner and others. 

The two daughters of Rowland Gardner, Elizabeth and Abi- 
gail, apparently did not file any petitions seeking compensation 
for the damages suffered by their father. 

On March 19, 1861, James W. Grimes, Iowa’s junior senator, 
on his motion asked leave to withdraw the petitions of James 
Harriott and Margaret Ann Marble. Neither the Senate Journal 
nor the Congressional Globe indicate the considerations impell- 
ing the mover or the petitioners in the premises.” 

The careers of the various claims were variegated and the 
traditions that one encounters in the lore of the Lakes are some- 
what mixed, and more or less unfavorable to the reputations of 
sundry claimants. The evidence on which the adverse legends 
rest is rather misty and mythical, although local assertion is 
specific. 

Mr. Smith, in his History of Dickinson County, refers to the 
complications and controversies that arose in connection with the 
claims of Messrs. Gardner, Luce, Howe, Harriott, and the 
Grangers and indicates that misunderstandings and recrimina- 
tion were rather serious. Somewhat strangely he makes no men- 
tion of Mrs. Marble’s experiences that were decidedly interest- 


78Journal of the Senate, 36th Cong., Ist Ses., p. 301; Cong. Globe, 36th Cong., 


Ist Ses., Vol. 29, Pt. 2, p. 1366. 
72Journal of Senate, 36th Cong., 2nd Ses., p. 421; Cong. Globe, 36th Cong., 


2nd Ses., Vol. 30, Pt. 2, p. 1477, 
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ing. The Harriott claim he characterizes as lacking substance 
or merit. The Gardner claim I shall deal with in the next section. 

After setting forth the origins of the controversies in which 
the Gardner claim was involved Mr. Smith disposes of the Har- 
riott claim summarily as follows: 


So far as the Harriott claim is concerned, Harriott had made no 
improvement whatever. He had not resided on the claim at all, neither 
had he done any of the acts which were even then considered necessary 
to give validity to a claim on the public land. He simply expressed his 
intention of doing so at some future period, yet his claim was respected 
for a year. His father was here the summer following the massacre, 
but made no attempt to either secure or dispose of it, and it lay vacant 
the following year.8° 


In general Mr. Smith probably states correctly the superficial 
facts as the community roundabout the Lakes saw them or as- 
sumed them to be. But for reasons to be indicated, it may be 
doubted if he had a right to say that Dr. Harriott did nothing 
towards perfecting his inchoate title to his claim. He was active 
with his associates in building the “mansion’’ which his letters 
described and was with those who knew the requirements. Fur- 
ther it may be pertinent to ask how those who came to the Lakes 
after the catastrophe that wiped out the entire settlement, could 
know of direct knowledge, or assert so positively that he had 
“made no improvement whatever and had done none of the acts 
... considered necessary” to give title. Again the fact so explicit- 
ly stated, and withal so virtuously, namely, that “his claim was 
respected for a year,’ suggests with great energy that he had 
done something substantial and sufficiently so to create a clear 
presumption in favor of the validity of his claims and its being 
a hereditament in which his creditors or heirs would have a sub- 
stantial interest. This conclusion seems to be a clear inference 
from a fact to be mentioned in a succeeding paragraph. 

Mrs. Margaret Ann Marble, it will be recalled, was one of the 
four women held captive by Inkpaduta and was the first one 
released by him. Judge Flandrau in his notable address before 
the Minnesota Historical Society on December 8, 1879, stated 
that Mrs. Marble soon after her release, when handed over to 
Governor Medary by her deliverers, left St. Paul and rumor had 


80Smith, op. cit., p. 156, 
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that she went south with a traveling theatrical troupe. The 
report seems improbable. However, whatever the facts may be, 
within less than three months from her departure from St. Paul 
Mrs. Marble had presented and filed with the commissioner of 
Indian affairs at Washington claims for damages. The Siouzr 
City Eagle of August 22, 1857, reprints portions of her bill of 
particulars taken from the Washington Union: 


- .- A party of Sioux Indians, numbering about seventy of whom 
thirty were warriors belonging to Inkpaduta’s band in amity with the 
United States, came to her residence on the west side of Spirit Lake, 
killed her husband and destroyed and carried away property amount- 
ing to $2,229, of which $700 was gold coin.®2 

* * * 

Mrs. Marble believes that she is entitled to . . . $200.00 for her hus- 
band’s pre-emption rights. She claims it under section 17 of the Inter- 
course Act of 1834 and asks that such an amount be deducted from 
the annuities to the Indians. 


Mr. Smith’s History makes no mention of Mrs. Marble’s claim 
or her vicissitudes therewith, to which I shall refer immediately, 
but it has the following observations concerning the Granger 
claim, after sundry severe comments upon the character and con- 
duct of William Granger, brother of Carl Granger who was 
killed with Dr. Harriott in their efforts to rescue Mrs. Mattock 
and her children when Inkpaduta’s braves attacked their cabin 


on that fatal Sunday afternoon: 


It will be noticed that Granger’s claim, which is now known as 
Smith’s point, and Harriott’s, which is now known as Dixon’s Beach, 
were respected and not disturbed until a year after this time, which 
was after Granger had abandoned all attempts to maintain his footing 


here.8 


One naturally would conclude that the various land claims 
just referred to were either pretentious, or frivolous. The with- 
drawal of the Harriott and Marble petitions from the Senate 
by Senator Grimes enhances this adverse inference. The surface 
facts, however, did not seem to me to exclude a more favorable 
judgment upon those claims. With some curiosity as to whether 


81Flandrau on ‘The Inkpaduta Massacre of 1857,” Coll. Minn. Soc., Vol. 


III, p. 399. . ‘ . : 
en her letter to Mrs. Sharp under date of Feb. 25, 1885, written at Sidell, 

Calif., Mrs. Marble, then Mrs. 5S. M. Silbaugh, says that when her husband was 

killed he had on a belt containing $1,000 in gold. Sharp, op. cit., p. 184, 


83Smith, op. cit., p. 158, 
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the nonaction of the Senate upon the several claims for compen- 
sation for Inkpaduta’s destruction of the property of the settlers 
indicated that they were without merit, I addressed a letter to 
the commissioner of Indian affairs under date of September 23, 
1932. Commissioner C. J. Rhoads wrote me as follows: 


Responsive to your letter of August 3 you are advised that Mar- 
garet A. Marble claimed for damages for the Spirit Lake Massacre 
$2,229. The amount allowed on this claim was $1,994.95. 

The Isaac H. Harriott claim was for $385, which was allowed in the 
sum of $344.57. 

The H. W. Granger claim was for $1,187, the amount allowed being 
$1,062.36. 


Additional comment is hardly needed. But it is not irrelevant 
or bootless to observe that heads of the departments at Wash- 
ington are seldom popularly charged with either heedless or 
sympathetic liberality in granting allowances for damages to 
ordinary claimants. Further, it is pertinent to call attention to 
the fact that in each case mentioned the then commissioner al- 
lowed 89 per cent of the amount of the claim, or to put it dif- 
ferently, each suffered but 11 per cent deduction. All of which 
suggests strongly that the “claims” had more merit than local 
tradition about the Lakes has accorded them. 

Here it would be agreeable to proceed with the course of 
events affecting the Gardner claim, but Mr. Fulton narrates a 
sorry story in his ted Men of Iowa that mars the peaceful as- 
sumptions all prefer to entertain. He informed his readers that 
very soon, if not immediately, after Mrs. Marble’s release from 
captivity, she met at St. Paul one William Granger, brother of 
Carl Granger. He offered her a home with his family and she 
went with him to Michigan where she remained for a time. 
Meantime Mrs. Marble gave her host power of attorney in se- 
curing damages from the national government on account of her 
losses endured at Spirit Lake. We are told that he collected her 
claim and those of sundry others whose confidence he had ob- 
tained. After some time when asked when he would be able to 
pay the amount over he said in Mrs. Marble’s case that the de- 
partment had learned that her husband had led a double life 
and had another and prior wife living and she, Mrs. Marble, 
therefore, could obtain nothing. Shocked intolerably but mis- 
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trusting nothing she continued to live with Granger who mean- 
time had moved to Spirit Lake and thence to Sioux City. In the 
latter city she met and soon married a Mr. Oldham, in Mr. 
G.’s employ. Mr. Oldham was suspicious of the verity of G.’s 
story and addressed an inquiry to the department at Washing- 
ton and discovered that Granger had wholly misrepresented the 
facts and had simply embezzled the amount the government had 
allowed on her claim. Confronted with demand for payment and 
charged with his gross misappropriation of trust funds, G., then 
in Dakota Territory, absconded to parts unknown. 

As to the basic facts warranting Mr. Fulton’s narrative I 
have no conclusive, or controlling opinion. He was not one to 
give currency to malevolent gossip. But sundry items produce 
curiosity and adverse inquiry. Mr. Fulton does not give any 
authority for his allegations. He says that Granger did not 
return to Spirit Lake until 1859 when he “took a claim on the 
south bank of West Okoboji Lake.” Both assertions are clouded 
in doubts. William Granger was one of the first rescue party 
to go to the Lakes in March, 1857. Again he had with his co- 
partners of the Red Wing Land Company, as we have seen, 
material interests between the Okobojis and Spirit Lake that 
would have taken him to that region prior to 1859.*° Further, 
Granger had staked out a claim in 1856 on which, as we have 
just seen, he was allowed damages. He could not stake out 
another claim and realize on it, and, if he did not know his alert 
critics at the Lakes would have notified him and the government 
of the fact. Again, we may doubt if he misappropriated the 
amounts allowed Messrs. Howe and Thatcher, if they put their 
claims in his hands, for they knew that he was not highly es- 
teemed by many about the Lakes. 

Finally it excites more than curiosity that Mrs. Marble in her 
long letter to Mrs. Sharp (written from Sidell, California, Feb- 
ruary 25, 1885) relating her unhappy experience in consequence 
of the Massacre of 1857, did not mention or hint at the alleged 
misappropriation of her husband’s estate by the one so charged.” 
Mrs. Sharp does not mention the alleged embezzlement, and Mr. 
Smith does not, in their respective histories in which much 
personalia is given. Mr. Smith, especially, would not have had 

84Fulton, The Red Men of Iowa, pp. 314-16, 
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any compunctions about detailing the alleged mistreatment of 
Mrs. Marble by her attorney de facto had he deemed the Fulton 
narrative authentic, for he held W. H. Granger in low esteem.*” 
We may, without injustice, conclude that the latter was aggres- 
sive, arrogant and pushing in forwarding his own interests, and 
was not very considerate of those with whom he collided, and 
he may have been within the circuit of questionable, if not il- 
legal practices; but the evidence offered is not sufficient to 
abolish the shadow of the doubt which protects the accused in 
our courts. 
XX 

The developments in connection with the Rowland Gardner 
claim produced not a little public interest. Miss Elizabeth and 
Miss Abbie Gardner alone of their family escaped alive from the 
Indian attack on the settlement. The first named soon after the 
Massacre became Mrs. William Wilson of Hampton, Franklin 
County. Miss Abbie gained her release from captivity on June 
23 at St. Paul and left immediately via Dubuque for Fort Dodge 
where she was placed in the custody of Major Williams, who 
soon placed her in her sister’s care. On August 17, 1857, Miss 
Abbie married Casville Sharp. 

Mrs. Sharp did not return to the scene of the tragedy, she 
informs us, for a year and a half,** and she did so in part to see 
if she could not obtain some compensation from the then occu- 
pant of her father’s claim and improvements—one J. S. Pres- 
cott, who had come to the lake region within a month following 
the Massacre, about April 15, and immediately entered upon the 
Gardner claim and occupied the cabin, presuming that all of 
the Gardner family had been destroyed. The settlement with 
him was apparently not exactly satisfactory, although Mrs. 
Sharp does not openly protest its injustice. She says: “After 
some delay I secured a small amount, not so much as the per- 
sonal property left by the Indians was worth, or the improve- 
ments made, or the value of the choice location; not so much, in 
fact, as the old log house would be worth to me today; but it 


was all that Mr. Prescott was willing to pay, and so it was all 
that I could get.”® 
87Smith, op. cit., pp. 156-58. 
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Mr. J. S. Prescott’s relationships to the Gardner claim and 
the Lakes and their repercussions produced state wide, and even 
an interstate notoriety that disturbed the heavens and for many 
a day split discussion in the public forum. In view of some of 
the exhibits which I shall present it is but fair that I reproduce 
the following generous and just appreciation of his character by 
Mr. R. A. Smith, the historian of Dickinson County and one of 
the famous Relief Expedition: 


...d.S. Prescott, one of the most active of the early settlers here, 
was one of the original projectors and founders of the college at 
Appleton, Wisconsin. He had also been partially successful in starting 
an institution at Point Bluff, Wisconsin. He, having heard of the ro- 
mantic beauty of the lake region, made his first trip to this locality with 
the idea of establishing here some time in the future an institution of 
learning similar in its provisions to that at Appleton. Visionary, as 
such a scheme must seem at this time, in the light of subsequent events, 
it was not at that time regarded as an impossible undertaking. 

For this project he had associated with him several gentlemen in 
Ohio and Wisconsin who had advanced him considerable sums of money 
for that purpose. Prescott was a man of great energy and ability, a 
college graduate and a fine scholar, but he was a poor judge of human 
nature. He lacked discretion, was impatient and excitable, and while 
he was very enthusiastic in everything he undertook, he was, at the 
same time, visionary and often unpractical and impracticable. 

He was educated by his parents for a physician, but disliking the 
profession went into the practice of law in Ohio, in which he was very 
successful. After following that for a while he joined the Methodist 
Church and commenced preaching. As a speaker he possessed extra- 
ordinary ability and power. It is no disparagement to the ministers 
who have represented the different denominations here since that time 
to say that his pulpit oratory has seldom if ever been equaled by any 
other man in northwestern Iowa... . At the same time, his visionary 
and impractical ideas rendered his selection for the position to which 
he was assigned and for the work laid out for him, a most unfortunate 
one. As might be expected his scheme was a failure.®° 


Mr. Smith’s considerate judgment in 1902 was more or less 
what he had entertained in 1857. In the latter part of July, or 
fore part of August, 1857, an article had appeared in the Red 
Wing (Minn.) Gazette containing sundry serious charges against 
the conduct of Rev. J. S. Prescott. The article was widely and 
frequently reprinted in the contemporary press. It appeared in 
the Fort Dodge Sentinel. The charges produced a considerable 


90Smith, op. cit., pp. 149-50. 
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reaction. There was much resentment. The editor of the latter 
paper, Mr. A. S. White, evidently felt the resentment, for he 
was called upon to print the following pronouncement and pre- 
ceded it with a disclaimer that he had meant to endorse the 
charges or the sentiments of the Red Wing Gazette’s article: 


SPIRIT LAKE 


The undersigned citizens of Dickinson county, Iowa, having seen in 
several newspapers a slanderous (sic) attack upon the character of 
Rev. John S. Prescott, one of our most esteemed fellow-citizens, charg- 
ing him with having jumped the claim of one of the victims of the late 
Indian massacre, and also with having plowed over the graves of the 
deceased, and knowing the falsity of these charges, wish to make public 
a refutation. The articles referred to are the most of them copied from 
the Red Wing (Minnesota) Gazette, which paper gives the name of 
John Day for its authority. 

The facts are these: Soon after the massacre, and some time in 
April, Mr. Prescott purchased of Wm. R. Wilson and his wife the 
claim of Rowland Gardner. Mr. Gardner and a part of his family had 
been killed by the Indians and Miss Elizabeth Gardner, who was after- 
wards married to Mr. Wilson, was the only known heir of Mr. Gardner. 
Another daughter, Miss Abigail, was missing and known either to have 
been killed, or in captivity. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson warranted the claim 
and agreed to satisfy the demands of Abigail Gardner, if she ever 
returned. As is known to the public, she was at the time, a prisoner, 
and has been since recovered from her captors. On her return she 
went to the home of her surviving sister, Mrs. Wilson, in Franklin 
county, and has never made any demand of Mr. Prescott for the claim, 
and, as far as we are aware, was satisfied with the sale. The price paid 
by Mr. Prescott (five hundred dollars) we regard as an adequate one 
for the value of the claims at the time and was all that was asked by 
Mr. and Mrs. Wilson. 

As to the plowing over the grave, we are informed by Mr. Prescott’s 
workmen, that he was absent at Sioux City at the time of the plowing, 
and before leaving, directed that the grave in which were buried the 
families of Mr. Gardner and Mr. Harvey Luce should be enclosed by 
his garden fence, which was done. While plowing the garden, the plow 
was accidentally dragged across the grave, . . . which had become much 
sunken, and with his own hands had raised over it a suitable mound. 
Mr. Prescott has never exhibited any disposition to appropriate or 
encroach upon any of the claims of the victims of the late tragedy 
here, and has ever been quite unwilling that others should do so, and 
it is possible that his efforts in this matter have been the cause of the 
vile falsehoods so extensively circulated. 

His conduct amongst us has been that of a kind neighbor, a good 
citizen, and upright man and a consistent minister of the gospel. We 
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do not know whether the fabrication of the slanders referred to is 
chargeable upon the paper which first published them, or to the person 
whom it represented as its authority; but it does appear to us, that, at 
the time they were made, John Day must have known them to be utterly 
false. 


Orlando C. Howe, Jareb Palmer 
County Judge Wm. G. Carseley 

Robt. U. Wheelock, Daniel Hawkins 
Justice of the Peace Geo. Rodgers 

E. Thurston Dan Caldwell 

M. A. Blanchard, ce Sa Routt 
Treasurer and Recorder S. W. Harris 

Wm. Sweet L. Daugherty 

R. A. Smith, Lawrence Ferber 
Clerk of Dist. Court Moses Miller 


Spirit Lake, Aug. 26, 185791 


Comparisons of the several statements bring several facts into 
the clear. Mrs. Sharp’s memories in 1885, or 1902, or 1919 
when the various editions of her history came out were appar- 
ently somewhat confused; or she forgot facts of which she was 
aware at one time; or she ignored them. Mr. or Mrs. William 
Wilson either told her of their settlement with Mr. Prescott and 
his payment to them of $500, one half of which was hers, or they 
did not tell her. If Mrs. Sharp was not informed she would 
have been promptly told by Mr. Prescott when she made demand 
for settlement in February, 1859. Mr. Prescott’s offer of $500 
in view of the fact that the “claim” was at best but eight months 
old, and neither of the heirs apparently wanted to perfect their 
title, seems a generous offer.” The implication in Mrs. Sharp’s 
language quoted above does not seem justified, 

The allegations of the Red Wing Gazette anent Mr. Prescott 
echoed about the state for many a day. Its echoes were en- 
hanced on occasion by the reverberations of violent discussions 
caused by one of Mr. Prescott’s philanthropic schemes which 
made, or rather bid fair to make, the Lakes notorious. In one 
of the pithy paragraphs of Major Williams’ journal which was 
published in the Fort Dodge Chronicle, April 7, 1897, in which 


217The Fort Dodge Sentinel, September 3, 1857. The original mss. of the 
above Defense and Protest in the handwriting of Judge Howe is among his 


spondence and papers. : : 
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he dealt with Inkpaduta’s plan to drive the whites out of north- 
western Iowa, we have the following: 

If they thought to prevent the whites from going into the country 
they were mistaken; for scarcely had the troops returned and reported | 
that all Indians had fled from the country, when a party of abolition- 
ists from the east, no doubt some of the descendants of the old May- 
flower crew, rushed to Spirit Lake and, seizing upon the claims of the 
poor murdered families, appropriated their improvements to their own 
use. These plunderers were headed by a certain: Doc. Prescott, whose 
religion sanctioned him in the attempt to rob the poor children of the 
murdered fathers of their rights and make way for a colony of negroes 
which he was endeavoring to bring on afterwards. “Tis hoped that 
Congress will interfere and dispossess the wretch and restore the claims 
to the remains of the several families.°? 


Major Williams refers in the foregoing to a plan of Mr. Pres- 
cott for colonizing free blacks and refugees from slavery in 
Northwestern Iowa—particularly in the counties of Dickinson, 
O’Brien, Osceola and Cherokee—a project which became no- 
torious in the fore part of 1859 and produced a furious and 
rancorous discussion in Iowa in the political campaign of that 
year. The imaginations of partisans of the Democratic party 
ran riot in frightful anticipations of Iowa becoming a haven for 
Negroes. They saw immanent Negro equality, race wars, and 
“amalgamation.” 

It would be instructive to know when precisely Major Wil- 
liams penned the lines quoted. They purport to relate to 1857; 
but we may suspect that they were not written at least until 1859 
for Mr. Prescott’s project did not become a matter of state wide 
discussion until after its exposition in The Torchlight, published 
at Xenia, Ohio, in the first week of March, 1859. Mr. Prescott 
had been lecturing or conducting meetings in Washington, D. GCG. 
Philadelphia, and Pittsburgh in furtherance of his project.* 
We may doubt whether the paragraph was written then, for 
Major Williams could not then have forgotten the protest of the 
citizens of Spirit Lake against the charges that Mr. Prescott 
had robbed the Gardner heirs of their father’s land claim rights. 
Some years since I dealt with the political reactions of the 


98Williams, “Our Pioneer Days,” Fort Dodge Chronicle, April 7, 1897, 
_ %4See “Negro Exodus to Iowa,” reprinted from The Observer of Xenia, Ohio, 
in Fort Dodge Sentinel. The reprint is preceded by the statement in paren- 
thesis, ‘‘Published by Request.” Editors White and Duncombe evidently did 
not want to be charged with heedlessly spreading such unpopular information, 
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scheme in the gubernatorial campaign of 1859. It suffices here 
to say that the bitter partisan memories of Major Williams—he 
was a Buchanan Democrat—clearly confused his dates and ob- 
secured his sense of the connections.® 

The clash of human interests in business, philanthropy and 
politics wrecked the general good will and the common peace of 
the Spirit Lake settlement which was signalized in the spon- 
taneous protest of the community against the current slanders 
and published libels anent Dr. Prescott’s alleged heartless pro- 
ceedings in connection with the Rowland Gardner claim. Messrs. 
Orlando C. Howe and Robert U. Wheelock, his brother-in-law, 
were partners with Dr. Prescott in the erection of a steam saw- 
mill between the Lakes, but the vigorous personalities of the 
partners soon disturbed their councils. Dr. Prescott’s caustic 
comments upon what he deemed the needless expense and fu- 
tility of the “Army of Occupation” added fire brands to the 
flames. His philanthropic scheme for the establishment of a 
collegiate institution was pushed with a vigor that induced fric- 
tion. He was apparently not aware of the limitations of settlers’ 
imposed by the national 


? 


rights of preemption in “land claims,’ 
government; for he purchased, or took possession of several such 
“claims’”’ and his actions in trying to hold them was denounced 
by his critics as little else than “claim jumping.” 

What precisely produced the furious legal battles probably 
cannot now be definitely stated, but the publication of Dr. Pres- 
cott’s plan for colonizing Dickinson and adjacent counties with 
free Negroes was either a precipitating cause or an aggravating 
condition. The political clamor of the Democratic press which 
it excited inflamed public and private interests and reactions. 
The partners in the steam sawmill were split asunder. Dr. Pres- 
cott in a petition April 3 for an injunction against them charged 
them with sundry acts, and nonactions in respect of the erection 
of the sawmill and demanded a settlement April 9, 1859. Judge 
William M. Stone granted it,’ whereupon Messrs. Howe and 
Wheelock preferred charges to the grand jury of false and ma- 


95 . I. Herriott, “The Germans of Iowa and the Two Year Amendment 
of Meo insets : “A Study of the Preliminaries of the National Republican 
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licious allegations in the aforesaid petition and sought his in- 
dictment. 

Messrs. Howe and Wheelock and other codefendants ignored 
the injunction whereupon Judge John Porter on May 13 at 
Webster City issued a bench warrant directing the sheriff to 
bring the offenders into his presence for contempt.” Judge 
Asahel W. Hubbard of Sioux City held court in Dickinson 
County in June when the contention was at fever heat, and the 
“Army of Occupation” was facing aggravating perplexity as to 
whether it was executing the court’s decrees or obstructing the 
course of justice. In August the Democratic editors and candi- 
dates sought to involve Samuel J. Kirkwood, the Republican 
candidate for governor, in Dr. Prescott’s negrophile plans and 
trick him into endorsing it; but the canny Marylander, whose 
father owned slaves, successfully plead ignorance of the project. 
On August 23, 1859, Mr. Howe filed with the registrar and 
receiver of the United States Land Office, Messrs. S. P. Yeomans 
and A. Leech, at Sioux City specific charges as follows: 

Permit me to call your attention to a trespass upon the public land 
within your district by cutting timber. One John S. Prescott, of Dick- 
inson County, Iowa, has caused to be cut more than one thousand saw 
logs ... with the avowed intention of selling the timber in different parts 
of the county. ... The trespass . . . is mot mere cutting > . . but is 


committed under a pretence of a town site claim upon a piece of land 
which has several other claimants. 


* * * 

Mr. Prescott and his agents claim that a colony of several hundred 
Negroes are about to settle in the adjoining counties and that many 
of them are now en route. This timber is doubtless intended to be used 
for the benefit of that community, as Mr. Prescott has been engaged 
during the winter in organizing such emigration from Ohio and Penn- 
sylvania, and publicly informed the colored people of these states that 
they could occupy whole counties in northwestern Iowa to the exclu- 
sion of the whites.%8 

The fury of the factional fires and the personal friction slowly 
lessened, especially after the election. The dove of peace began 
to hover about and finally lit in their midst. But whether she 
came down because of the incoming of sweet reasonableness 
among the litigious contestants, or on account of their utter ex- 
haustion, my available evidence does not disclose. But certain 


97Ms. transcript of Judge Porter’s order j orr 
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it is that on June 1, 1860, in consideration of $100 paid him, 
Dr. Prescott executed a release to Messrs. Howe and Wheelock, 
severally and jointly with “any other persons” from “all de- 
mands, claims, and accounts and liabilities to him” including 
“all and any agreements” respecting “the steam sawmill situate 
in Okoboji in Dickinson County” and further releasing “all and 
any interest” he had in or to the “land claim of said Howe ad- 
joining the town of Spirit Lake. . . .’”’°° 

In view of the strong characters of Dr. Prescott and Judge 
Howe and the philanthropic and patriotic careers of each man 
it was regretable that such an amicable adjustment could not 
have been arrived at in 1858-59 instead of after months of 
furious and futile contention. But such procedure is too often 
the way of strong men when each is certain that right is with 
him and deems it weak and wrong to concede anything for the 
sake of peace. 

XXI 

Charles Aldrich of Webster City, when he had the original 
article or journal of Harris Hoover’s experiences on the Relief 
Expedition about ready for publication in his Hamilton Freeman, 
as a prudent editor, sent the galley proofs to Major Williams 
for his examination and criticism or correction, and he received 
from the Major the following interesting letter which was con- 
spicuously displayed on the editorial page: 


LETTER FROM MAJOR WILLIAMS 
Fort Dodge Aug. 19, 1857. 

C. Aldrich, Esq.: Dear Sir—Yours of the 18th inst., enclosing proof 
sheets of Srg’t Hoover’s account of the Spirit Lake Expedition, has 
been received. I have examined it and find it correct so far as it goes 
—with two exceptions, which I wish to have corrected. That is he 
makes me out 70 years of age, and afflicted with rheumatism. I cant 
agree to be made so old. I was 60 last December and never have been 
afflicted with rheumatism in my life—please correct these particulars. 
I dont wish to be considered so old. I hope to be able to take many 
more trips after Indians, if necessary, and dont want to be laid on the 


shelf quite yet. 

Major Williams was in very truth a stout old Roman and 
such sturdy souls always resent the assumption of the heedless 
or ignorant that 
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. a crook is.in his back 
And a melancholy crack 
In his laugh 


From all accounts that have come within my ken there were 
no more interesting and potent personalities in Webster and 
Hamilton counties, or for that matter in all northwestern Iowa, 
than Major William Williams of Fort Dodge and Charles Al- 
drich of Webster City. Each was a man of marked ability, not- 
able characte? and vigorous personality. Each was at once 
earnest in purpose, intense in feelings, decisive in opinions and 
outspoken in public demonstration. Each was a partisan of the 
blunt, staunch sort. Major Williams was what was then called 
a “‘proslavery Democrat,’ a partisan of President Buchanan, 
and Mr. Aldrich was what the Democrats designate a “Black 
Republican” who in popular presumption advocated the sum- 
mary abolition of slavery in the South and “social equality” of 
blacks and whites. Intense partisan prejudices guided the 
thoughts and pushed the pens of each man. 

As already indicated Major Williams gave the public a con- 
siderable body of memorabilia, which he composed at various 
times and most of which has been published at various times.’°’ 
Major Williams died February 26, 1874, and in 1897 a con- 
siderable portion of his memoirs were published in the Fort 
Dodge Chronicle under the caption of “Our Pioneer Days.’ It 
is not at all certain when he composed its various chapters, para- 
graphs, or sections. Internal evidence and sundry contemporary 
tacts compel the conclusion that the two paragraphs here repro- 
duced must have been penned either prior to 1860 or at least 
before the adjournment of the General Assembly at Des Moines 
in April of that year. The ensuing excerpts from the Major’s 
memoranda are not offered to revive the acrid animosities of 
the pre-Civil War days, now three quarters of:a century old. 
They give us samples of the flashes of sheet lightning that played 
on the horizon of those strenuous pre-Civil War days. 

It was my rare good fortune to know Charles Aldrich inti- 
mately in the last eleven years of his life, which closed March 
8, 1908. He was one of the most vivid personalities I have ever 
encountered. If I may judge from his many confidences, in his 
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youth he could hate heartily and hit hard with lusty vigor in the 
rancorous discussions of the slavery question. But in the mellow 
lights of his last years the quick, slashing retort seldom came 
from him—unless suddenly incensed—and amusement rather 
than anger, and calm, considerate and generous rejoinders 
marked his dissents or contention rather than resentment flung 
back in terms that scarred or scorched. The second ensuing 
excerpt from this, his own, AnNats which I shall give in the 
following section will illustrate the point I make. 


XXII 
In Chapter XVII of his “Old Pioneer Days,” discussing the 
various efforts to secure adequate public compensation for their 
losses in health, and expenditures of money and property for 
the men of the Spirit Lake Expedition in the sessions of the 
General Assembly at Des Moines in 1858 and 1860, Major Wil- 
liams thus records his memories and feelings: 


Governor Grimes and Governor Lowe both used their influence with 
our state legislature to have them make an appropriation to pay these 
men for their service and refund to them money actually expended in 
the expedition which the legislature failed to do. The next session they 
again made the effort when, after great opposition, they got a bill 
through allowing them $0.75 on the dollar. This much was accom- 
plished by our members, Messrs. Duncombe and Rees,!°t who were 
opposed most violently by the republican members for no other reason, 
evidently, than political opposition. The opponents were headed by the 
notorious John Scott,1°% of Story County, aided by the unprincipled 
scamp, Aldricks, [sic] of The Hamilton Freeman.i Let the names of 
these men be handed down to the children of the brave men who risked 
their lives in their effort to save their country and rescue their fellow 
citizens from the scalping knife of the invading savage. 

No man of the expedition ever thought or dreamed of compensation 
for their service when they marched, true patriotism alone prompted 
them to turn out. Nothing could have prompted Scott of Story, Wil- 
son of Jefferson, and their band of political jugglers in our legis- 
lature from granting the appropriation to pay those men but the fact 
the bill was introduced by democratic members. So low, so grovelling 
in their aims were they, lost of every good feeling and sense of duty 


101Samuel Rees of Fort odes pepe cacntalye of Webster County in the 
x., 12th, 16th general assemblies. ; 
Sake Joh Scott of Moveae! representative of Story County in the 8th, 8th Ex. 
and 2lst general assemblies, and lieutenant governor, 1868-70. 
103Charles Aldrich of Webster City, editor of The Hamilton Freeman. 
104James F. Wilson of Fairfield, representative of Jefferson County in the 
7th Gen. Assembly and in the Senate in the 8th and 8th Ex. general assemblies ; 
member of Congress, 37th, 88th, 89th, 40th sessions, and senator from Iowa, 
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and right, they opposed giving for three years, these men ayy com- 
pensation; and when they were literally forced by public opinion to 
give something they passed a bill that obliged every man to expend the 
greater part of his allowance by travelling after it to the seat of gov- 
ernment. Before they granted it even on these terms some of the men 
were dead, some left the country. The entire amount required was 
only between $3,090 and $4,000, and yet they opposed the appropriation 
and for political effect passed a law authorizing the governor to raise 
a company of men to be sent to the frontier, which company they kept 
out parts of two years at a cost of $10,000 to $12,000. . . .105 


Major Williams’ information was partial or his memories were 
confused and defective as to what was done in the Seventh Gen- 
eral Assembly at Des Moines in 1858 and what took place in 
the next session of that body in 1860; and we may suspect that 
partisan prejudices blurred, if indeed, they did not blind his 
vision more or less. 

In the first place Governor Grimes made a specific series of 
suggestions to the legislature in his last official message to that 
body, along the lines insisted upon by Major Williams. He 
pointed out that the national government was generally and 
immediately responsible and should reimburse the men of the 
Relief Expedition for both their services and their outlays in 
outfitting for the expedition, and suggested a direct memorial to 
Congress urging such. But realizing the probable delays he 
urged that many of the members could not easily “await the 
tardy action of Congress” and he therefore advised “the state 
assume the payment and reserve the same from any appropria- 
tion that may be made.” 

One item in Governor Grimes’ message in relation to the at- 
tack on the settlement at Spirit Lake produces some curiosity. 
He states that he had “repeatedly addressed the President of 
the United States, the Secretary of War, and the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, warning them of the apprehended danger... 
Copies of my letters to the members in Congress from the State 
of Iowa, under date of 30th January, 1855, and to the President 
of the United States, under date of 3rd December, 1855, I here- 
with transmit.”"’’ He does not transmit, and he does not refer 


105See Wm. Williams, “Our Pioneer Days,” Cha XVII, f - 
icle, April 14, 1897 ys lap. Fort Dodge Chron 


focShambaugh, Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, Vol. 


I, p. 
LorTbid., ay Oak 


AFTERMATH OF SPIRIT LAKE MASSACRE 621 


to, his letter to President Buchanan of April 8, 1857, previously 
quoted herein. Further he does not state that his letters were 
not acknowledged by the national authorities at Washington, 
which appears to be a persistent tradition in both popular and 
academic accounts of the Indian troubles of 1855-57;'° and if 
his letters to the national authorities had been ignored, it is 
strange that, in the then state of bitter animosity prevalent be- 
tween the Republicans of Iowa and the Buchanan administra- 
tion at Washington, Governor Grimes did not make specific men- 
tion in scathing terms of such gross neglect, if not nonfeasance. 
He had not so refrained in previous years. 

Pursuant to the Governor’s recommendations the House of 
Representatives appointed Friday, January 15, 1858, a special 
committee of three, Cyrus C. Carpenter of Webster County, 
chairman, T. Walker Jackson of Tama, and D. A. Mahoney of 
Dubuque County, to consider all matters relating to the late In- 
dian difficulties. On Wednesday morning, January 20, Mr. Car- 
penter for the committee reported four proposed measures: 

House File No. 44, a bill appropriating for the expenses in- 
curred in connection with the Spirit Lake Expedition and “for 
the services of the volunteers in the same... .”; 

House File No. 45, a Memorial and Joint Resolution asking 
Congress to appropriate a sum sufficient to indemnify the state 
of Iowa for the outlays in connection with the aforesaid expe- 
dition; 

House File No. 46, a Joint Memorial to the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the United States asking for bounty land 
warrants for the volunteers on the Spirit Lake Expedition; 

House File No. 47, an act to authorize the governor to raise, 
arm and equip a company of men for the defence and protection 
of the frontiers. 

Major Williams’ memories of what course members of the 
General Assembly in 1858 took were clearly confused, or local 
partisan prejudices blurred his recollections and induced sundry 
assumptions contrary to fact in his harsh comments upon those 
whom he stated opposed just treatment of the members of his 
command in the celebrated expedition to the Lakes. The two 
memorials to Congress were passed without opposition and pre- 
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sented to and approved by the Governor on January 30. The 
bill for the creation of a company of mounted volunteers to pro- 
tect the frontiers, H. F. No. 47, passed the House on January 
26 without dissent, and the Senate on January 30 without oppo- 
sition. 

House File No. 44, authorizing an appropriation to defray the 
expense of the Spirit Lake Expedition and to give the volun- 
teers under Major Williams compensation for their services, 
failed to pass, but under such circumstances as to give no war- 
rant for Major Williams’ bitter comments upon what he brands 
as the partisan obstructionism of the “Black Republicans.’ The 
bill passed the House of Representatives on the morning of 
March 23, 1858, with 42 votes for and none against and was 
immediately messaged over to the Senate by W. P. Hepburn, 
clerk of the House. The Senate, if we may infer action from 
the journal of that body, acted instantly for the bill apparently 
was immediately put upon its passage and the vote stood 20 for 
and 3 against and then the entry following reads “Bill Lost.”*® 

At first the negative result, just noted, puzzled me. It seemed 
inexplicable. The volume containing the Acts of the Eighth 
General Assembly does not have the proposed act. The majority 
seemed ample for all practical purposes. The defeat of the bill 
is to be explained upon two specific grounds—one constitutional 
and the other general. The Constitution required a majority of 
the Senate’s total membership to pass any bill into law, and the 
Senate rules required a two-thirds vote to pass a bill under a 
suspension of the rule requiring the second and third reading of 
a bill on different days; and House File 44 lacked three votes. 
A general reason may explain the defeat of the bill. It was not 
passed in the House until the 23rd of March—the last day of the 
session. It was brought up immediately in the Senate amidst the 
rush and jam of the last hours when its calendar was crowded 
and clash and distraction prevailed simultaneously. A number of 
members did not vote—not from indifference or adverse attitude 
but from concern for other bills more immediately within their 
personal or public concern. 


So far as the journals of the Seventh General Assembly dis- 
close the facts Major Williams had neither apparent nor sub- 
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stantial grounds for his animadversions upon the conduct of the 
“Black Republicans.” Among these Republicans voting for H. 
F. 44 were a number of notables in the state’s history—W. W. 
Belknap, C. C. Carpenter, Rush Clark, W. F. Coolbaugh, J. 
B. Grinnell, B. F. Gue, Samuel J. Kirkwood, Wm. Loughridge, 
Geo. W. McCrary, W. H.N. Pusey, N. J. Rusch, Alvin Saunders, 
W. H. Seevers, Wm. G. Thompson, and James F. Wilson. Two 
members of that assembly later became governors of Iowa, Car- 
penter and Kirkwood; two lieutenant governors, Gue and Rusch; 
one justice of the Supreme Court, Seevers; cight served as con- 
gressmen, Carpenter, Clark, Grinnell, Loughridge, McCrary, 
Pusey, Thompson, and Wilson; three became national senators, 
Kirkwood, Saunders, and Wilson; and three served in the presi- 
dent’s cabinet, Belknap, McCrary, and Kirkwood. Three of the 
major clerks of that assembly achieved high places—W. P. Hep- 
burn became a notable congressman, Charles C. Nourse of the 
Senate was Iowa’s attorney general during the Civil War, and 
George E. Spencer, chief clerk of the Senate, became a national 
senator from Alabama. Messrs. Carpenter and Spencer were 
intimately associated with the first settlers of Spirit Lake. We 
shall see that General Belknap was closely connected with the 
tragic finale of our story. 

One fact in the premises may have warranted Major Williams’ 
feelings and assertions. The final action on House File No. 44 
in the lower house was delayed until March 23, the day on which 
the assembly had voted to adjourn. That delay suggests oppo- 
sition that kept behind the scenes and hoped that by such delay 
the measure might be smothered or sidetracked in the confusion 
or jam of the last hours of the session. The familiars of the 
lobby and the habitues of committee rooms need not be told the 
tricks whereby such conclusions are compassed. 


XXIII 


When. the Eighth General Assembly met in January, 1860, 
Governor Ralph P. Lowe informed its members and the public 
in his beinnial message that the threatening conditions on the 
state’s northwestern frontier had given him serious concern and 
concerning a part of his efforts he said: 
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I need not say that I opened a correspondence, both with the Presi- 
dent and the Secretary of War upon the subject of our exposed fron- 
tier, explaining to them the character of our difficulties and respect- 
fully solicited that protection which the Federal government is bound 
to extend to the whole line of our borders. I received strong assurances 
from the President that this should be done, and a partial promise 
from the Secretary that he would establish a garrison at some point 
between Fort Ridgely and Fort Randall that should sufficiently guard 
and protect our frontier. Whether this has been done, or not I am not 
advised.110 


Three substantial facts stand out in Governor Lowe’s com- 
munication. First, the adverse conditions on Iowa’s northwestern 
frontier were more serious than the public in the older portions 
of the state then generally believed and the state’s historians 
have appreciated. Second, Governor Lowe evidently broke 
through the hostility of the administration at Washington, or 
shook its indifference which Governor Grimes was unable to do. 
Third, the threatening prospects were evidently sufficiently seri- 
ous that the head of the War Department gave assurances that 
a new garrisoned post was needed and would be established. 

When the Eighth General Assembly convened Mr. Samuel 
Rees of Fort Dedge, representative of Webster County in the 
House of Representatives, immediately reintroduced (January 
19) the bill to reimburse Major Williams and the officers and 
men of his command for their outlays and services in the Spirit 
Lake Expedition (House File No. 60). On January 23 Mr. Ed 
Wright, of Cedar County, chairman of the Committee on Claims, 
reported the bill out without change and with a recommendation 
that it pass. It came up January 30 and was passed with 80 
votes for and none against—and only six absent or not voting. 
The journal of the House discloses no factious or parliamentary 
opposition. 

The career of the bill in the Senate encountered sundry pro- 
posed amendments, and after its passage various motions for 
reconsideration which may imply the sort of filibustering tactics 
Major Williams’ suspicions assumed, but a contrary belief is 
permissible. Mr. Charles Aldrich was chief clerk of the House 
of Representatives in that session. As he was the object of ad- 
verse comment and suspicion I shall let him summarize what 
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took place in the Senate and indicate first what was his attitude 
towards the commander of the Spirit Lake Expedition. 

When Major Williams’ adverse memories were published 
posthumously in the Fort Dodge Chronicle, April 14, 1897, some 
one immediately called Mr. Aldrich’s attention to them. He was 
then curator of the Historical, Memorial and Art Department 
which he had created, and editor of this periodical, the ANNALS 
or Iowa. He had considerable reason for astonishment and re- 
sentment, but his instant rejoinder was couched under the follow- 
ing kindly caption: 


AN ECHO FROM SPIRIT LAKE 


The Fort Dodge Chronicle has of late been publishing extracts from 
a diary left by the late Major Williams of Fort Dodge, the distin- 
guished pioneer who commanded the Expedition to Spirit Lake against 
the Indians in 1857... . Among a great deal of truthful and interesting 
matter which is historically valuable, “the old Major” states that an 
effort was made by Hon. John F. Duncombe and Samuel Rees to in- 
duce the Legislature to pay the Spirit Lake soldiers for their patriotic 
and humane services, and that this effort was opposed by Col. John 
Scott of Story county and Charles Aldrich of Hamilton county—and 
the parties named are characterized by sundry descriptive words more 
forcible than polite. ... As Major Williams died may years ago we 
shall not further characterize this statement than by setting it down 
as an error—a slip of the pen made easy by the political acrimony 
pervading northwestern Iowa in those days. Col. John Scott and 
Charles Aldrich were radical republicans—“black republicans,” as anti- 
slavery men were called in those days—while Major Williams was a 
democrat of the school of James Buchanan. That sufficiently explains 
the feeling with which he wrote. ... When Mr. Aldrich came to Web- 
ster City to establish The Freeman newspaper in May, 1857, the men 
of the Expedition were about town still suffering from the effects of 
the frost-bites and severe exposure. The people were mourning the 
loss of the gallant Capt. J. C. Johnson, who had been frozen to death 
on the return march. One of the first things to which Mr. Aldrich 
turned his attention was procuring and publishing in The Freeman an 
excellent account of the expedition, from the pen of Sergeant Harry 
Hoover. .. . He also secured the erection of a beautiful brass tablet in 
the Court House at Webster City some years ago, which names and 
thereby compliments Major Williams, with other Spirit Lake heroes. 
Mr. A. was a member of the commission which erected the imposing 
and beautiful monument at Lake Okoboji in 1894, ... At the request 
of Mr. Aldrich Gov. Carpenter wrote for these pages a most apprecia- 
tive biographical sketch of Major Williams. That Mr. Aldrich has 
done everything in his power during these forty years to honor and 
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reward the officers and men of that expedition is well known in north- 
western Iowa... . As to Col. John Scott, the Senate Journal of 1860 
shows that he attempted to amend the bill so as to secure the money 
appropriated to the men who carried the rifles and the shot guns, in- 
stead of allowing it to go to claim agents and speculators. On page 
370 of the Journal a committee of which he was chairman, said in their 
report “The passage of the bill is warmly commended.” The roll-call 
on its passage (p. 373) shows that Col. Scott voted in the affirmative. 
There were but two votes against it. The House Journal (p. 171) 
records its passage by unanimous vote of that body. The fact is, every- 
body favored and nobody opposed this meritorious bill (House File 
No. 60). 

In the main Mr. Aldrich correctly states what took place, but 
he is somewhat in error and forgot that there was more or less 
sharp backfiring against the passage of the bill in the Senate. 
Mr. Aldrich as chief clerk of the House reported the passage 
of House File No. 60 by that body to the Senate on Tuesday, 
January 31, and on February 2 it was referred to the Committee 
on Claims with Mr. John F. Duncombe of Fort Dodge added 
thereto. On February 4 Mr. Angle of Cedar Rapids for the com- 
mittee, reported the bill for passage. Mr. John Scott’s motion 
as to assignees was then put and lost. Mr. Cyrus Bussey of 
Bloomfield then moved its adoption and the bill carried by a vote. 
of 31 to 10, among those voting for it being Messrs. Jarius Neal 
of Knoxville and Samuel Reiner of Louisa County who had 
opposed it in 1858; and Messrs. Scott and Wilson voting against 
it. Immediately Mr. Bussey moved to reconsider and on motion 
of Mr. Wm. F. Coolbaugh of Burlington that motion was laid 
on the table by a vote of 21 to 20. 

On Monday morning, February 6, Mr. Scott moved to take 
the motion to reconsider from the table and it was so ordered by 
a vote of 21 to 15; and in the afternoon on motion of Mr. Scott 
it was recommitted to a special committee of three, Mr. Neal 
seeking to have it committed to the Committee on Claims. Presi- 
dent Rusch appointed Messrs. John Scott, W. Coolbaugh, and 
John W. Thompson of Davenport on that special committee. 

In the midst of the bitter contention at Des Moines, Mr. Al- 
drich, under the title of “The Spirit Lake Claims,” on February 
25, 1860, printed in The Freeman a vigorous defense of Senator 
John Scott against charges current in Fort Dodge, alleging that 
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he was opposed to the reimbursement of the Spirit Lake volun- 
teers of 1857, and among other assertions the following is 
pertinent: 

Mr. Scott is not now, and has never been opposed to the payment 
of those eminently just and proper claims. He was in favor of amend- 
ing the bill so as to prevent frauds and speculations, and was then 
anxious for its passage. He wanted the men who earned the money to 
get it instead of certain sharks who infest this region. He stated in his 
place in the Senate that this was his only object; but the friends of 
the bill would listen to nothing. They were bound to crowd it through, 
just as it was gotten up, and the public can draw their own conclu- 
sions in regard to the motives which prompted this unreasonable and 
needless haste. They did not seem to want the subject ventilated, or 
more than half understood, and this aroused the suspicions of Mr. 
Scott and others, and hence their action in the premises. 

* * * 

. . . the bill was drawn by honest Sam Rees of Fort Dodge and by 
his influence carried through the House. ... Mr. Rees is the father of 
the bill. . . . We want the Spirit Lake Volunteers to understand that 
if they get their money they owe to Mr. Rees, the authorship and in- 
troduction of the bill. ... 


Friday, March 2, Mr. Scott reported the bill back with some 
sharp observations about the safeguarding of the interests of the 
beneficiaries under the bill against the alleged grasping prac- 
tices of money sharks who prior to its passage purchased or 
secured the assignment of the claims to them. The bill then 
carried by a vote of 27 to 4, among the opposition on this vote 
being Senator Neal. On Friday, March 9, Mr. Aldrich pre- 
sented the engrossed bill to the Senate for the president’s signa- 
ture and thereupon presented it to Governor Kirkwood for his 
approval, which he gave it on March 12. The bill became Chap- 
ter 22 of the Session Laws of the Eighth General Assembly. 

There were several substantial considerations in the back- 
ground and underneath the opposition to the passage of the bill 
in its final stages in the Senate. One was that the national gov- 
ernment through Congress had already made provision for the 
reimbursement of the volunteers in two different appropriations. 
Further, the proposal of Senator Scott, while appealing easily 
to superficial popular sentiment, and having considerable weight, 
if the majority of the claims of the members of the expedition 
had been sold at heavy discounts to money lenders; but those 
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who remember the broad wisdom of Alexander Hamilton in his 
great funding program of the Revolutionary debts may assume 
the justice of the opposition to his amendment. Senator Scott’s 
amendments and parliamentary procedure did not necessarily 
mean opposition to the general purpose of the bill, nor was oppo- 
sition to his amendment factious or irrational or petty obstruc- 
tionism. 

The contentions and suspicions of Major Williams illustrate 
how easily our visions become blurred in the midst of rancorous 
partisan disputes. He had just grounds for indignation at the 
delays and what seemed mere jockeying in the proceedings in 
the General Assembly upon the just claims of his storm-racked 
companions of the Relief Expedition. All had suffered intoler- 
ably and terribly. Many would suffer all of their lives from 
their injuries to health and limb and deprivation from lessened 
working vigor and earning power. Their claims came under the 
rule of Quantum meruit and their needs were urgent. 

But aggravating as the delay was it did not follow that Messrs. 
Aldrich and Carpenter, Scott and Wilson were pretentiously for 
the bill in the open and actually and meanly maneuvering against 
it in the lobbies and cloakrooms, playing petty “politics at 
the expense of their deserving fellow citizens, and in two cases 
their fellow townsmen and neighbors who had risked their all in 
an heroic attempt to rescue victims of Inkpaduta’s revenge. 

The payments out of the national treasury on account of Ink- 
paduta’s attack upon the settlement between the Okobojis finally 
totaled a considerable sum. Four different appropriations were 
authorized by Congress as follows: 


June Lh, “USE Sn ao ee eee $20,000.00 


June 19" 860. 16,679.90 
Jiné/ 21, 1860 1) 2 ee ee 18,988.84 
March 251861... co 9,640.74 

Grand total... oe ee $65,308.48 


Of the foregoing sum $13,269.17 was paid to citizens of Iowa 
for either the destruction of their property or for their services 
in connection with the Relief Expedition.’“ 


_ W2Summarized from Teakle, op. cits, Pp, 261-62, 
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XXIV 


If Major Williams’ shade has revisited his former haunts 
in recent years his spirit must have been “lifted” on learning 
that the successors of Iowa’s solons of 1858 and 1860 have twice 
indicated, both formally and substantially, their appreciation of 
the debt owed the members of his notable command of 1857. 

On January 25, 1913, there was introduced in the Senate of 
the Thirty-fifth General Assembly by Senator D. C. Chase of 
Webster City a bill (Senate File No. 80) for “An Act to Pen- 
sion the Survivors of the Spirit Lake Expedition.” The same 
bill (House File No. 272) was introduced in the House of Rep- 
resentatives on February 6 by Frank J. Lund, of Hamilton 
County, also a resident of Webster City. By its terms each sur- 
vivor was to receive Twenty Dollars ($20.00) per month during 
the remainder of his life. 

Senator Chase’s bill (Senate File No. 80) was reported on 
favorably by the Committee on Military Affairs, February 8, and 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. That committee 
reported it with a recommendation for passage on March 6. On 
March 11 after a slight amendment proposed by Senator Chase 
the bill was passed by a vote of 43 to 0, seven members absent. 
The bill was passed by the House of Representatives on April 
5. It was approved by Governor George W. Clarke on April 9, 
1913. It became Chapter 348 of the “Laws of 1913.” 

When the law providing the pension took effect on July 4, 
1913, there were eleven members of Major Williams’ Command 
living—Company A had two, Captain Charles B. Richards and 
Roderick A. Smith; Company B had five, D. H. Baker, A. H. 
Johnson, A. H. Malcom, Daniel Morrisey, and Guernsey Smith; 
and Company C four, Thomas B. Bonebright, James Hickey, 
John N. Maxwell, and Amos K. Tullis. Three were residents of 
California, one of Illinois, and the remaining seven in Iowa. The 
last survivor was D. H. Baker of Company B whe died October 
4, 1921. 

The disbursements from the State Treasury in payment of 
the pensions granted from 1913 to 1921 inclusive for each year 
ending July 3 were as follows: 
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DOUG cee. $ 2,369.33 101 Saree $ 1,440.00 
TOES See 2,640.00 199s ee. 1,229.00 
1LO1Gare some On aeos 1920 sees 970.66 
10d ee ... 1,740.00 VO2t aoe 576.33 

Gorannd: totalce.0 ee hoe acces eee $12,982.65 


On March 18, 1921, the House of Representatives of the 
Thirty-ninth General Assembly had under consideration House 
File No. 705 proposing an amendment to Chapter 164 of the 
Acts of the Thirty-seventh General Assembly pertaining “‘to 
pensions for the survivors of the Northern Border Brigade” 
which had been organized in 1862 to protect the settlers of 
northwestern Iowa against the terrible Sioux, following the 
horrible outbreak of August, 1862. Mr. J. C. Sterling of Web- 
ster City offered a brief amendment which read, “Amend by 
adding at the end of section one, ‘and widows of the members 
of the Spirit Lake Expedition of 1857.” It was adopted by a 
vote of 66 with no dissent; some 41 being absent or not voting. 
On March 28 it was reported out by the Committee on Appro- 
priations in the Senate with a favorable recommendation, and 
on April 7 on motion of Mr. H. C. Adams of Algona, Kossuth 
County, House File No. 705 was concurred in by a vote of 35 
ayes without dissent, 15 being absent or not voting. 

Under the terms of that act of the Thirty-ninth General As- 
sembly Brigadier General Charles H. Grahl of the Adjutant 
General’s Office informs me that the following amounts have 
been disbursed for the fiscal years, four being entitled to bene- 
fits—two widows of members of Company C, one of Company 
B, and one of Company A: 


1002. 2. $ 960.00 19280 $ 720.00 
ices oe 960.00 LO2OL a. eee 720.00 
LOMA ee een. 960.00 1980neeaee 654.67 
VAs ae 960.00 193i 480.00 
1026 ae 863.33 1OS2uc ees 480.00 
O27 eer ee 720.00 AOS ise ees 360.00 
Grand. total. 2..c.e ee rr $8,838.00 


*Nine months, July-March inc, 


i 
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The aggregate disbursements for and on account of the mem- 
bers of Major Williams’ Command since 1913 have been: 


ELE Sg chit tn 20 ee eae $12,982.65 
ESC i AR PRR ek eee ae a 8,838.00 
Ree neetennl fee gs 8 ee es ey $21,820.65 


There are two beneficiaries living, one a resident of Webster 
City, Iowa, and one of Monrovia, California (April 1, 1933). 


When we consider the frightful sufferings of Major Williams’ 
Command in the Spirit Lake Relief Expedition in March and 
April 1857, it is not unpleasant to think that the state’s pension 
grant to the members’ widows still surviving may have materially 
lessened their anxieties and sorry financial distress from which 
the public has suffered in recent days. 


In addition to those named in text or in footnotes the writer is 
especially indebted to various ones for courtesies which he wishes 
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HOMER HORATIO SEERLEY 


From a portrait in oil by Henry Salem Hubbell in the galleries of the His- 
torical, Memoria] and Art Department of Iowa. Presented in 1928 by the Iowa 
State Teachers’ Association, 


ANNALS OF IOWA 
EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT 


NOTABLE DEATHS 


Homer Horatio Srertey was born on a farm near Indianapolis, 
Indiana, August 13, 1848, and died in Cedar Falls, Iowa, December 
23, 1932. Burial was in Fairview Cemetery, Cedar Falls. He came 
with his parents, Thomas and Louisa Ann (Smith) Seerley when they 
removed to a farm near South English, Iowa, in 1854. He received 
his early education in the rural public school near them. For a year 
he attended the Preparatory Department of the State University of 
Iowa, then returned home and taught the country school near his 
parents’ home, and the next year entered the University, from which 
he was graduated in 1873 with the degree of Ph.B. He returned later 
to the University and received the degree of Bach. Di. in 1875, and 
of M. A. in 1876. In 1898 Penn College conferred on him the degree 
of LL.D., as did the State University of Iowa in 1901. On finishing 
his liberal arts course in 1873, he became an assistant principal in the 
public schools of Oskaloosa, was advanced to a principalship in 1874, 
and in 1875 was made superintendent of the city schools. In that 
position he served eleven years, or until 1886, when he was chosen by 
the Board of Trustees of the Iowa State Normal School as its prin- 
cipal. In 1890 the title of his position was changed to president, and 
in 1909 the name of the institution was changed to Iowa State Teachers 
College. He continued to serve as president until 1928 when he re- 
signed, when the title of president emeritus was given him. During 
the forty-two years he was at the head of the institution it grew from 
an obscure normal school with 200 students to a great teachers college 
with an enrollment of from 2,000 to 3,000. Dr. Seerley was president 
of the Iowa State Teachers’ Association in 1884 while he still was 
at Oskaloosa, and in 1925 was made an honorary member by reason 
of his half century of service as an active member. About the same 
time he received a like honor from the National Educational Associa- 
tion. During his career he held many positions among sectional and 
national educational associations, having won a national reputation in 
the educational field. He had the qualities essential to a great edu- 
cator, such as scholarship, judgment, sympathy and high moral and 
spiritual standards. Many believe he did more than any other one 
person to advance educationally the people of Iowa. He was the 
author of only one book of note, The Country School, published in 
1912, but his many addresses and lectures, some of which were pub- 
lished, were valuable contributions. He was a Republican in politics 
and was a member of the Congregational church. 
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Exserr Wricur Weexs was born near Painesville,.Lake County, Ohio, 
October 7, 1850, and died at the Masonic Sanitarium at Bettendorf, 
Iowa, December 17, 1932. Interment was in Union Cemetery, Guthrie 
Center, Iowa. His parents were Henry and Sarah (Wright) Weeks. 
The family removed to Green Township, Iowa County, Iowa, in 1855, 
where they established a pioneer country home. Elbert attended public 
school during winters and in 1870 and 1871 attended McClain’s Academy 
at Iowa City a few terms, then taught a winter term of country school, 
worked in summer as a farm hand, then entered the Law Department 
of the State University and was graduated in June, 1873. The next 
winter he spent in the law office of Yocum, Anderson & Robb at Albia. 
After spending a brief time at David City, Nebraska, where he opened 
a law office, and teaching another winter term of school near his parents’ 
home, he located at Guthrie Center and entered the practice of law in 
May, 1876. This he continued for fifty-four years, acquiring a large 
practice. He was a delegate to the Republican National Convention of 
1884, was an alternate to the convention of 1888, was secretary of the 
National Republican League from 1900 to 1906, for years was in demand 
as a public speaker for the Republican party and was a party leader in 
his portion of the state. He was first elected representative in 1903 
and served in the Thirtieth, Thirty-first and Thirty-second general 
assemblies, being chairman of the Judiciary Committee of the House 
in the Thirty-second. He was grand chancellor of the Knights of 
Pythias, Domain of Iowa, in 1891-92. He was a devoted member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church all his life, and was for many years 
a teacher in Sunday School. His social instincts and his abilities caused 
him to be active in whatever appeared to be a benefit to his community. 
In his later years he wrote considerably for the local press, sometimes 
philosophically, mostly reminiscently, and always interestingly. At the 
time of his death he was reading the proof of a book he had written, 
which is biographical and historical, relating principally to pioneer 
times in Guthrie County. 


Constany Roserr Marxs was born in Durham, Greene County, New 
York, April 11, 1841, and died in Sioux City, Iowa, December 17, 1932. 
His parents were Almeron and Mary Phelps Marks. He attended the 
Connecticut Literary Institute at Suffield, Connecticut, until the break- 
ing out of the Civil War when he enlisted in Company K, Eighth Massa- 
chusetts Infantry. While he was stationed at Fort McHenry he was 
taken so seriously ill that he was sent home. He later resumed his 
studies in Hudson River Institute at Caverack, New York, and in 1863 
entered Yale College, but ill health prevented him from completing his 
course. In 1866 he commenced reading law with E. M. Wood at Pitts- 
field, Massachusetts, and was graduated from the Albany Law School, 
- Albany, New York, in 1868. In April of 1868 he removed to Sioux City, 
Iowa, and began practice there in partnership with W. L. Joy, as 
Marks & Joy. He continued in active practice for sixty-four years, or 
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until shortly before his death at the age of ninety-one years, and at that 
time was thought to be the dean of Iowa lawyers. In 1869, the year 
of his arrival in Sioux City, he was elected representative and served 
in the Thirteenth General Assembly. This was the assembly that made 
the appropriation for the erection of the present Capitol. So far as 
can be learned there is but one member of that noted assembly surviving, 
G. S. Tolliver of Jefferson, Greene County. Mr. Marks, besides being in 
active practice as a lawyer, rendered much service to his city and state. 
He was a member of the Sioux City School Board for nine years, the 
last three being president. He was one of the original incorporators 
of the city water works, was one of the founders of the Sioux City 
Public Library, helped found the Sioux City Academy of Science and 
Letters, was secretary and one of the most active members of the Floyd 
Memorial Association which erected the Floyd monument, and frequently 
made valuable contributions as a local historian. Lawyer, scholar, civic 
worker, legislator, patriot, citizen, he was held in honor by his 
community. 


Oxtver Perry Myers was born on a farm in a log cabin in Wash- 
ington County, Iowa, July 30, 1856, and died in Newton, Iowa, March 
6, 1933. Burial was in Newton Union Cemetery. His parents were 
John and Mary (Ward) Myers. He attended rural public school and 
was graduated from the State University of Iowa in 1880, He taught 
school, worked as a farm laborer and read law at lowa City, beginning 
the study of law in earnest in 1882. He removed to Newton and was 
admitted to the bar in 1883. He formed a partnership with A. M. Harrah 
January 1, 1884, which continued until 1891 when Mr. Myers moved io 
Huron, South Dakota, where he taught school, and for four years served 
as county superintendent. In 1898 he returned to Newton and resumed 
his partnership with Mr. Harrah which continued until the latter's 
removal to California in 1905. Since then Mr. Myers has practiced 
alone. He was a charter member of the Jasper Cuunty Bar Association, 
and the dean of the association at the time of his death. He won 
marked success as a lawyer, as a public speaker and orator of ability, 
took much interest in public affairs and was a steadfast Democrat in 
politics. In 1910 he was a candidate for judge in the Sixth Judicial 
District, in 1914 was the Democratic candidate for lieutenant governor, 
in 1920 was his party’s candidate for Congress in the Sixth Congressional 
District, and in 1926 was the candidate for state senator from Jasper 
County. In 1930 he was elected senator and served in the Forty-fourth 
General Assembly. At the time of his death he was chairman of the 
Ways and Means Committee of the Senate of the Forty-fifth General 
Assembly, fulfilling a career of usefulness as a legislator. 


Max Ernest Wirre was born near Berlin, Germany, January 
31, 1859, and died near Clarinda, Iowa, January 29, 1933. Burial was 
beside his parents in the Lutheran Cemetery at Bellevue, Iowa. His 
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parents were Gottfried Wilhelm and Wilhelmina (Rakow) Witte, who 
migrated to America in 1864 with their family and located first at 
Galena, Illinois, and later a few miles south of Bellevue, Iowa, where 
the father operated a blacksmith shop and where Max attended rural 
public school. He later was a student at German Lutheran College at 
Galena, Illinois, for two years. He was graduated with the degree 
of M. D. from the University of Iowa in 1881, was assistant physician 
at Mount Pleasant State Hospital from 1881 to 1898, and was super- 
intendent of the Clarinda State Hospital from 1898 until his death. 
For several years he was a lecturer on mental diseases at the College 
ot Medicine at the State University of Iowa. He was a member and 
former president of the Page County Medical Association, was a mem- 
ber and former president of the Iowa State Medical Society, was a 
member of the American Medical Society and held memberships in 
several other national psychological societies. Dr. Witte was an out- 
standing man in his profession—an able scientist, a good business ad- 
ministrator, and a sympathetic manager of the thousands of mental 
unfortunates who came under his care in the half century of his work 
among them. 


Crarence Everene Wurrenitt was born on a farm south of Marengo, 
Iowa, November 5, 1871, and died in New York City, December 19, 1932. 
His parents were William and Elizabeth Dawson (McLaughlin) White- 
hill. He attended public school in the country and was graduated from 
Marengo High School in 1890. At this time his singing in the Presby- 
terian choir in Marengo caused his friends to recognize the rare quality 
of his voice and urge him to take special training. He studied under L. 
A. Phelps in Chicago, at the same time singing regularly in an Episcopal 
choir and in a Jewish syngogue, and driving an express wagon thus 
supporting himself. Madame Melba and others became interested in 
him and friends financed him so that he went to Europe in 1896 and 
studied five years. After appearing in opera in Brussels and in Paris, 
he was leading baritone in Cologne, Germany, in 1903-08. He joined 
the Metropolitan Opera Company, New York, in 1909. Later he studied 
Wagnerian roles in Germany for several years. During the later years 
of his life he resided in New York, was a member of the Metropolitan 
Opera Company, and conducted a private studio. He was one of 
America’s greatest baritones. He played the part of George Wash- 
ington in the official Bicentennial talking picture of George Washington, 
and appeared in that role several times at festivals celebrating the 
Bicentennial, and when dressed in Colonial costume looked amazingly 
like portraits of the first president. 


Jozi Turrte was born in Des Moines, Iowa, April 4, 1872, and died 
in Des Moines July 30, 1932. Burial was in Woodland Cemetery. His 
parents were James Madison Tuttle and Laura Maria Tuttle. He lived 
most of his life in Des Moines, being in rotation a clerk for the Des 
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Moines Union Railway Company, a bookkeeper for the Prouty-Pratt 
Company and a salesman for Arbuckle Brothers. In 1898 he organized 
an insurance agency. From 1997 he was for five years with the liability 
department of the Travelers Insurance Company at Milwaukee. Return- 
ing to Des Moines he became secretary of the Iowa Bond and Casualty 
Company, and was later with the Southern Surety Company. From 
1926 he was three years secretary of the Des Moines Chamber of Com- 
merce. In 1930 he became representative of the Independence Indem- 
nity Company of Philadelphia. He was active in public welfare work 
and in civic and fraternal organizations. He belonged to the Loyal 
Legion and to the Sons of Veterans. His father was General James 
Madison Tuttle, one of Iowa’s most distinguished Civil War veterans, 
a hero of Fort Donelson and of Shiloh. The son did much to maintain 
the memory of his father’s character and prestige. For several years 
he with James B. Weaver, Jr. and P. J. Mills, sons of three colonels 
of the Second Iowa Infantry, General Tuttle, General James B. Weaver, 
and Colonel Noah W. Mills, on each returning February 15, the anni- 
versary of the charge on Fort Donelson, invited all the surviving mem- 
bers of the Second Iowa Infantry to a banquet. This was discontinued 
only a few years ago when the last survivors of the regiment had 
passed on. 


BengaMIn FRANKLIN OsBorn was born in Westville, Indiana, July 
17, 1854, and died in a hospital in Carroll, Iowa, December 27, 1932. 
Burial was at Rippey, Iowa. His parents were William and Charlotte 
(Long) Osborn. He received his high school and academic instruc- 
tion in Indiana and came with his widowed mother and the family to 
a farm near Perry, Iowa, in 1870. He attended Iowa Business College 
in Des Moines for a time, and entered Des Moines University from 
which he graduated with the degree of B. A. in 1876, and some years 
later received the degree of M. A., from the same institution, For one 
year he was in the grain and stock business in Perry, but took up the 
study of medicine and pharmacy and in 1878 established a drug store 
at Rippey which he ran over fifty-four years, or until his death. In 
the early years he not only put up medicine, but acted as dentist, 
veterinarian, and embalmer and funeral director holding state certifi- 
cates for each of these vocations. He was mayor of Rippey at differ- 
ent times, was a member of Greene County Board of Supervisors from 
1883 for several years, was a member of the Board of Regents of the 
State University of Iowa from 1891 to 1896; and a member of the 
Board of Trustees of Iowa State Normal School, Cedar Falls, from 
1902 to 1909.- He was an active Republican and attended many party 
conventions as well as other conventions, was a charter member of the 
Towa Pharmaceutical Society, and a member of the Iowa Academy 
of Science. One of the many fine things he did for his community was 
to manage for years the Tri-county Old Settlers Association which 
met every summer in a grove near the corners of Boone and Greene 
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and the north edge of Dallas counties. He was much interested in 
local and state history, and had a great collection of geological speci- 
mens and other treasures. 


Warum Icnartus Branacan was born near Clermont, Fayette 
County, Iowa, January 20, 1863, and died in Emmetsburg December 7, 
1932. Burial was in St. John’s Cemetery, KEmmetsburg. In 1875 the 
family removed to a homestead near Lawler, Chickasaw County. He 
acquired a good common school education, taught school a few years, 
and matriculated at Sacred Heart University, Watertown, Wisconsin. 
Before finishing his liberal arts course he worked for some time in the 
Pullman shops near Chicago, then again taught school at Lawler. In 
1885 he purchased an interest in the Emmetsburg Democrat and in 
1887 became sole owner and editor, continuing in that position until 
his death, although for the last several years he had associated with 
him his son, William T. Branagan. He was successful in his publish- 
ing business, was for years a director in the Emmetsburg National 
Bank, was one of the organizers of the Emmetsburg Telephone Com- 
pany, and was interested in various other local enterprises. For ten 
years he was a member of the Emmetsburg City Council. He was 
postmaster at Emmetsburg during Cleveland’s last term, was a dele- 
gate to three Democratic national conventions and was a member of 
the Democratic State Committee for eight years commencing in 1912. 
He was one of the outstanding editors of the state, was a member of 
the National Editorial Association and of the Iowa Press Association 
and attended many meetings of both organizations. He was strong 
in his convictions, but considerate of those with whom he differed. He 
was a prominent lay member of the Catholic church. 


Homer A. Miter was born in La Porte, Indiana, November 13, 1860, 
and died in Beverly Hills, California, September 15, 1932. His parents 
were Benjamin F. and Rebecca (Whitlock) Miller. The family re- 
moved to Webster City, Iowa, in 1867 where the father established the 
first bank in that town. Homer passed through the public schools 
there, read law two years in the office of Wesley Martin, but gave up 
its further study and entered his father’s bank. In 1882 he established 
a private bank at Eagle Grove under the name of B. F. Miller & Son. 
In 1886 it was changed to the First National Bank of Eagle Grove 
with Homer A. Miller as president. It was claimed he was the 
youngest national bank president in the United States. He remained 
its president until 1899, but from 1893 to 1899 he was also bank exam- 
iner under State Auditor McCarthy. In 1899 he removed to Des 
Moines and became cashier of the Des Moines Savings Bank. In 1907 
it was taken over by the Iowa National Bank and not long thereafter 
Mr. Miller became its president. In 1917 the Iowa National also took 
over the Citizens National Bank. Mr. Miller remained president of 
the Iowa National until his retirement in 1928 when he removed to 
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California. He was president of the State Banker’s Association in 
1903. He had interests in several other banks in the state, and had 
more than a state reputation as an able banker. He was a director 
of the Chicago & Northwestern Railway Company, of the Northwest 
Life Insurance Company of Milwaukee, was financially interested 
in several other business enterprises in Des Moines and was one of 
its foremost citizens. He was a Republican in politics and affiliated 
with the Unitarian church. 


Epwarp Tuomrson Hacerman was born on a farm in Richland 
County, Ohio, March 1, 1857, and died in Des Moines, Iowa, January 
8, 1933. Burial was in Franklin Church Cemetery, Miller Township, 
Franklin County, Ohio. His parents were William and Mary (Bealby) 
Hagerman. He attended country schools, was for a time a student 
at Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware, Ohio, and was graduated with 
the degree of B. S. from Baldwin University, Berea, Ohio, in 1894. 
He received the honorary degree of D. D. from that institution in 1899. 
He was ordained a minister of the Methodist Episcopal church in 1884 
and joined the North Ohio Conference. He held pastorates at Polk, 
West Salem, Wellington, and Norwalk, in all nineteen years. He was 
pastor of the First Methodist Church, Des Moines, from 1903 to 1910, 
during which time their present church edifice was built. Then followed 
three years as pastor of Grand Avenue Methodist Church, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. He returned to Des Moines and from 1914 to 1925 was 
continuously on the platform as a lecturer, mostly for the Redpath 
Lyceum or a Chautauqua bureau. In that work as well as in his 
pastorates he was very successful. 

Cyartes Ecxies was born at Eastholm, Yorkshire, England, Sep- 
tember 2, 1849, and died in Taylor Township, Marshall County, Iowa, 
July 9, 1932. Burial was in Prairieville Cemetery, near Sterling, Illi- 
nois. His parents were Marmaduke and Hannah Leavitt EKckles. 
Charles helped his father in the latter’s brickyard and attended school 
at the village of Buskirk. The family emigrated to America in 1849 
and located on a farm between Dixon and Sterling, Illinois. Here 
Charles attended some winter terms of school at Prairieville, working 
as a farm hand in summers. In August, 1861, he enlisted in Company 
D, Thirty-fourth Illinois Infantry, and was promoted from private to 
sergeant, to lieutenant, and for the last eight months was captain of 
his company, being mustered out July 20, 1865. In 1867 he purchased 
land in Taylor Township, Marshall County. This he added to from 
time to time. He was successful as a farmer and as a breeder of pure 
bred cattle and hogs. He was elected representative in 1887 and was 
re-elected in 1889, serving in the T'wenty-second and Twenty-third gen- 
eral assemblies. In 1903 he was elected senator and served in the 
Thirtieth, Thirty-first and Thirty-second general assemblies. He was 
active in legislation promoting agriculture and education. 
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Joun Kixe Coorer was born near Hollandsville, Kent County, Dela- 
ware, April 1, 1845, and died in Council Bluffs, Iowa, July 26, 1931. 
- Burial was in Fairview Cemetery, Council Bluffs. His parents were 
Benjamin Abbott and Anna Jump Cooper. At sixteen years of age 
he enlisted in the Union Army—Company D, First Eastern Shore, 
Maryland Volunteers, and served thirty-seven months. Among other 
great battles he was in was Gettysburg. After the war he prepared 
himself for teaching by attending Felton Seminary, near the place of 
his birth. In 1870 he removed to Shelby, Iowa, and in 1882 to Council 
Bluffs. He was county superintendent of schools of Pottawattamie 
County from 1880 to 1884, and again from 1888 to 1893. After retiring 
from teaching he was in insurance business, and still later he operated 
a grocery. In 1893 he was elected representative and served in the 
Twenty-fifth General Assembly. He served for years as a member 
of the school board, and for fourteen years was a justice of the peace. 
lhe was a Democrat politically, but was supported by people of all 
parties for the positions in which he served. 


Arruur Gray Lronarp was born at Clinton, New York, March 15, 
1865, and died at Grand Forks, North Dakota, December 17, 1932. His 
parents were Delevan Levant and Mary Louise (Raymond) Leonard. 
He was graduated in liberal arts from Oberlin College in 1889, received 
his A. M. degree from there in 1895, and Ph. D. degree from Johns 
Hopkins University in 1898. He was a special assistant of the Iowa 
Geological Survey, 1893 to 1897, was professor of geology at Western 
College, Toledo, Iowa, 1894 to 1896, and was assistant state geologist 
of the Iowa Geological Survey, 1896 to 1897, and again in 1900 to 1903. 
In 1903 he went to the University of North Dakota, Grand Forks, as 
professor of geology and as state geologist, which position he ably 
filled until his death. He contributed many articles to scientific jour- 
nals, and stood high in his profession. In Des Moines in 1901 he married 
Miss Katharine Gue, a daughter of Lieutenant Governor B. F. Gue. 


Raymonn Bruce Ecxrres was born on a farm in Marshall County, 
Iowa, August 6, 1876, and died at Aplington, Butler County, January 
7, 1933. His parents were Robert and Susie Eckles. He was educated 
in rural public school and the Iowa State College, Ames, from which 
he was graduated in 1896. For two years he taught dairying and 
animal husbandry at Doyleston, Pennsylvania. In 1900 he engaged in 
farming and live stock feeding near Aplington. For twenty years he 
was a member of the school board at Aplington, was justice of the 
peace for many years, and was vice president of the Farm Bureau of 
Butler County. He was elected representative in 1924 and was re- 
elected to the two succeeding assemblies, thus serving in the Forty-first, 
Forty-second and Forty-third. Politically he was a Republican. He 
was a member of the Presbyterian church at aplington and for many 
years was superintendent of the Sunday School, 
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